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Choice 
December 1997, p. 606

T o th e  E d ito r :

I w o u ld  l ik e  to  m e n t io n  s e v e r a l  
f a c tu a l  e r r o r s  in  th e  r e v i e w  o f  T he  
D ilemm as o f  L a issez-Faire  Population  
P o l ic y  in C a p i ta l i s t  S o c i e t i e s  (C H ,  
Jun’97).

The b o o k ’s second  sen tence states 
tha t  it is a b o u t  th e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  
la i s s e z - fa i r e  p o p u la t io n  p o l ic ie s  fo r  
c a p i t a l i s t  l a b o r  m a r k e t s — a s u b je c t  
o the rw ise  no t  sy s tem a t ic a l ly  s tud ied .  
Instead of noting this novel perspective, 
the review mischaracterizes the book as 
b e in g  a b o u t  “ b e l i e f s  r e g a r d in g  th e  
re la t io n sh ip  b e tw e e n  p o p u la t io n  and 
p o v e r ty ”— w hich  h u n d red s  o f  authors  
h a v e  d i s c u s s e d .  It r e in f o r c e s  th is  
m isleading descrip tion  by w ithholding 
the fac t  th a t  th e  lo n g e s t  c h a p te r  (50  
p a g e s )  is n o t  a b o u t  b e l i e f s ,  b u t  an 
extended data presen ta tion— readers o f  
the review would be astonished that the 
book contains  23 tab les— and that the 
second  lo n g e s t  c h a p te r  is about s ta te  
family allowance programs. The review 
c o m p o u n d s  th e  e r r o r  by  c a l l in g  it a 
s o u rc e  b o o k  on p r o m in e n t  s o c ia l  
theoris ts’ views on popula tion  without 
mentioning that half  the chapters have 
nothing to do  with such theorists ,  but 
deal with social m o vem en ts  and state 
intervention. Although the review calls 
the book a compilation, as if  it were a 
m e re  n a r r a t i o n ,  i t  o f f e r s  d e t a i l e d ,  
f u n d a m e n ta l  c r i t i c i s m  o f  all the  
prominent social theorists.  The review 
faults the book for failing to reveal “who 
[sic], i f  any, o f  the peop le  are r ig h t ,” 
without recognizing that the book's point 
is to show that theorists failed even to 
recognize that there was a problem in 
need of articulation. Finally, it expresses 
d isappoin tm ent that the book  includes 
only passing reference to feminist theory. 
T h e  in d e x  in c lu d e s  o n ly  p a s s in g  
references to “feminist theory,” but the 
entire chapter on the birth strike is about 
feminist theory.
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