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of Missouri—Kansas City. Her most recent publications include Joan de
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her book, “Superior Women: Asserting and Challenging Female Authority in Poitiers’ Abbey of Sainte-Croix,” and beginning a new project,
“Holy Healing: Saints and Urban Leprosaria in the Middle Ages.” She
is an associate editor for Medieval Feminist Forum and serves on the
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of gender, race, and sexuality and the history and theory of gender
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Humanities Classroom: Reading Ancient, Patristic, and Medieval Texts
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Lydia Harris is currently ending her time as a doctoral candidate at
Durham University after successfully defending her thesis in the summer of 2017. Her research explores fertility control in high medieval
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medical texts, focusing particularly on abortive and contraceptive methods. This study was undertaken between the Departments of History
and English, enabling the project to examine fertility control from an
interdisciplinary perspective. Future projects will expand this study of
medieval gynaecological health to examine sterile, pre-menstrual, and
menopausal women in medieval society.
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and Procne and the influence of those medieval academic commentaries on the various projects of legal reform in the twelfth to fourteenth
centuries. He has worked as an editorial assistant with several journals,
including Digital Philology: A Journal of Medieval Cultures and NeMLA
Italian Studies, and was the graduate research assistant for the Pompeii
Bibliography and Mapping Project.
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