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questions surrounding Jounen Kwéyòl, and extends them into considerations about what 

was appropriate at St. Lucian independence celebrations. When Irish crooner John Hogan  

(figure 46) was brought down for 2002 ―Independence day celebrations‖ at an event 

called ―Nashville in Bexon‖  that competed with other more ―appropriate‖ events, the 

ante was once again raised in discussions of country & western‘s place in St. Lucian 

society.  People wondered: Is there no limit to the reach of country & western in St. 

Lucia?  Even ―Independence‖ celebrations?  Is nothing sacred? 

By far the most popular country songs while I was in St. Lucia for a full year in 

2001-2 were some hits by Irish crooner John Hogan.  Hogan is wildly popular in St. 

Lucia to a degree that he makes many people nervous, mystified, and beg for analysis.   

Why was his songbook such an important part of St. Lucian country & western curation?    

In 2000-2001 John Hogan was ―discovered‖ by members of the St. Lucia diaspora 

in the U.K.  Musically he was discovered by St. Lucians in London, who passed the song 

―Stepping Stone‖ to a St. Lucian DJ who was in London.  The song quickly spread to St. 

Lucia and became an anthem.137 Still, at that time in St. Lucia, little was known about its 

singer.  One Brooklyn St. Lucian, Harold Dolor, St. Lucia‘s first country & western 

singer and composer to record a country & western record, eventually tracked down 

Hogan, taking nine months to find him.  Harold‘s niece in the U.K. finally found Hogan‘s 

manager.  Dolor went to Ireland to meet Hogan, tell of his popularity in St. Lucia (of 

which Hogan had no knowledge), and to try to convince him to come to St. Lucia for a 

concert (personal interviews with Harold Dolor and John Hogan, 2002).  Harold Dolor 

brought him overseas for some performances in the United States and the Caribbean, 

                                                 
137 Lyrics are transcribed in Table 3.  Revisit footnote 104 for discussion of ―anthem status.‖  
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Figure A1  The parts of the Western Indian Ocean discussed in CH 3 and 8 are encircled 
in white, and main societies named in large white font (Seychelles, Chagos, 
Mauritius and Rodrigues).  They were all part of British-controlled Mauritius 
until 1903. 

Source:       Seychelles public school system wall map. Altered by author. 
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Figure A2  Country festival flier 2002, featuring two St. Lucians.    _        ____________  

Source:      Producer Harold Dolor. 
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Figure A3   Lawoz Musicians (with accordion) at their annual fete.  Desruisseaux. 
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