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S u cce ss ive  A ppearances of* A c to rs  i n  P la u tu s

The p ro b le m  o f  th e  r e a l  d i v i s i o n —p o in ts  i n  th e  p la y s  o f  

P la u tu s  has been t r e a te d  by D r. F .M .F o s te r  i n  a p a p e r , "The 

D iv is io n s  i n  th e  P la y s  o f  P la u tu s , "  and d e f i n i t e  r e s u l t s  have 

been o b ta in e d .  T h is  a r t i c l e  was p u b lis h e d  i n  th e  "S ta te  U n iv e r s i t y  

o f  Iowa S tu d ie s  in  Language and L i t e r a t u r e , "  V o l . l ,  N o .3 , in  May, 

1913. In  th e  c o u rs e  o f  h is  in v e s t ig a t io n ,  D r . F o s te r  n o te d  th a t  

th e  same c h a ra c te r  o f te n  appea rs  in  tw o s u c c e s s iv e  scen e s , and in  

c o n n e c t io n  w i th  th e se  ap pea ra n ces , th e  fo l lo w in g  p r in c ip le  was 

fo r m u la te d :1

"When we have tw o s u c c e s s iv e  appearances o f  th e  

same c h a ra c te r  w h ich  a re  s e p a ra te d  by a m onologue spoken by a 

c h a ra c te r  who re m a ins  on th e  s ta g e , no r e a l  d i v i s io n - p o in t  e x is t s  

e i t h e r  Im m e d ia te ly  b e fo re  o r  a f t e r  th e  m onologue , u n le s s  

d e p a r tu re  i s  e x p re s s ly  a n n o u n ce d ."

D r. F o s te r  has c i t e d  some f i f t e e n  in s ta n c e s  as a b a s is  o f  

t h i s  p r in c ip le ,  m ost o f  w h ic h  s u p p o r t i t ;  b u t as many o th e r  

in s ta n c e s  may be fo u n d  i n  th e  p la y s ,  h is  t re a tm e n t i s  in c o m p le te .

These s u c c e s s iv e  appearances a re  o f  two ty p e s .  I n  th e  f i r s t  

ty p e ,  th e s e  appearances a re  s e p a ra te d  by a m ono logue , b u t th e re  

a re  a fe w  exam ples o f  a n o th e r ty p e  where no r e a l  m onologue o c c u rs .

I t  i s  th e  pu rpose  o f  t h i s  pa p e r to  p re s e n t th e  r e s u l t s  o f  a 

s tu d y  o f  a l l  th e  in s ta n c e s  o f  s u c c e s s iv e  appearances to  be fo u n d

1 . F o s te r ,  "The D iv is io n s  i n  th e  P la y s  o f  P la u tu s , "  p . 12
A f\A  W O K
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in  th e  p la y s ,  w i th  a v ie w  to  d e te rm in in g  w h e th e r D r. F o s te r ’ s 

p r in c ip le  qu o te d  above , s ta te s  a l l  th e  fa c t s  o f  th e  ca se . Inasmuch 

as th e  q u e s t io n  o f  r e a l  d iv is io n - p o in t s  i s  in v o lv e d ,  th e  c r i t e r i a 2 

f o r  d e te rm in in g  such p o in ts  s h o u ld  be k e p t i n  m in d :

1 . E xp ress  s ta te m e n ts  by th e  a c to rs  th a t  th e y  a re  abou t 

t o  le a v e  th e  s ta g e .

2 . V acan t s ta g e .

3 . No c lu e  g iv e n  as to  th e  i d e n t i t y  o f  th e  oncom ing a c to r .

I t  s h o u ld  l ik e w is e  be remembered th a t  th e se  c r i t e r i a  a re  a t

a l l  t im e s  s u b o rd in a te  to  th e  demands o f  th e  de ve lopm en t o f  th e

p lo t .

As s ta te d  above, th e  in s ta n c e s  o f  s u c c e s s iv e  appearances o f

th e  same c h a r a c te r  a re  o f  tw o ty p e s ,  depend ing  upon th e  p resence

o r  absence o f  a m onologue spoken betw een th e  s u c c e s s iv e  a p pea r­

ances o f  a c h a r a c te r .  The in s ta n c e s  where th e  s u c c e s s iv e  a p p e a r­

ances a re  s e p a ra te d  by a m onologue w i l l  be f i r s t  d is c u s s e d .

In  th e  m a jo r i t y  o f  c a s e s , one c h a r a c te r ,  unaccom pan ied ,
3

appears  i n  s u c c e s s iv e  scen es . I n  a few  c a s e s , two c h a ra c te rs  go
4

o u t and r e t u r n  to g e th e r .  The c h a ra c te r  o r  c h a ra c te rs  may go

2. F o s te r ,  o p . c i t .  p . 5
3 . Am ph;1008; A u l . 66 , 44 4 , 623, 660 ; B a c c h .525 , 912 , 92 4 , 1052; 

O a p t.4 6 0 ; C as .530 , 548 , 758a; M en.875 ; M e rc .543 , 691 , 788 ; 
P e rsa  5 2 ; P seud .573a , 1245. T e x t used was L in d s a y , p ia u t i  
Com oediae, O x fo rd  P re s s .

4 . A s in .  80 9 ; Cas. 4 2 2 -2 3 ; S t ic h .  672.
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5o u t a lo n e  and r e tu r n  accom panied by one o r  more o th e r s ,  o r  two

c h a ra c te rs  may go o u t to g e th e r  and b u t one r e tu r n ^  In  two 
7

in s ta n c e s ,  a c h a ra c te r  goes o u t w i th  one p e rso n  and r e tu r n s
0

accom panied by a n o th e r .  In  one in s ta n c e ,  th re e  c h a ra c te rs  go o u t

and r e tu r n  to g e th e r .  These v a r ia t io n s ,  how ever, have no e f f e c t

upon o u r p ro b le m . E ve ry  In s ta n c e  o f  th e  s u c c e s s iv e  appearance o f

one o r  more c h a ra c te rs  i s  a p a r t  o f  o u r f i e l d  o f  in v e s t ig a t io n ,

and th e  s o le  re q u ire m e n t i s  th a t  th e  same c h a ra c te r  o r

c h a ra c te rs  appea r in  s u c c e s s iv e  scenes .

H a v in g  fo u n d , th e n , th e  in s ta n c e s  o f  s u c c e s s iv e  appea rance ,

th e  n e x t m a tte r  to  be s tu d ie d  i s  th e  b e h a v io r  o f  th e  p e rso n

s p e a k in g  th e  m onologue . T h is  w i l l  be fo u n d  to  v a ry  g r e a t ly  in

9 'd i f f e r e n t  c a s e s . Sometimes t h i s  c h a ra c te r  appea rs  in  n fe ith e r  

th e  scene p re c e d in g  n o r  th e  one fo l lo w in g  th e  m ono logue , b u t 

e n te r s ,  speaks h is  l in e s  and d e p a r ts .  W hether th e re  i s  a r e a l  

d i v i s io n - p o in t  i n  such a case m ust be d e te rm in e d  by c r i t e r i a  

o th e r  th a n  th e  p r in c ip le  s ta te d  above , and th e  q u e s t io n  does n o t 

l i e  w i t h in  th e  p ro v in c e  o f  t h i s  d is c u s s io n .

. In  some in s ta n c e s 1^ th e  c h a ra c te r  s p e a k in g  th e  m onologue is  

upon th e  s ta g e  in  th e  scene p re c e d in g  th e  m ono logue , b u t le a v e s

5 . B acch . 384 , 79 4 ;' O a p t.515 ; G is t .  630 ; M i l .  344 , 1387.
6 . B a c c h .169 , 572 ; O u rc .2 1 5 ; P ersa  250; Pseud. 1016; T ru e . 698.
7 . Oas. 503 ; O urc . 370.
8 . O urc . 46 1 .
9 . O ap t. 46 0 ; O urc. 461 ; S t ic h .  672.
1 0 .Oas. 503 , 548; Men. 875 ; M erc . 788; M i l .  1387.
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as soon as he co m p le te s  i t .  These o a se s , l i k e w is e ,  do n o t co n ce rn  

us s in c e  we a re  to  ta k e  in t o  a cco u n t o n ly  th o s e  i n  w h ic h  th e  

c h a ra c te r  sp e a k in g  th e  m onologue re m a ins  upon th e  s ta g e . In  some 

c a s e s ^ th e  c h a ra c te r  i s  upon th e  s ta g e  b o th  p re c e d in g  and f o l lo w -
12 TO

in g  th e  m ono logue ; in  o th e rs ,  o n ly  f o l lo w in g  i t .  In  two ca se s ,

h is  p re sen ce  i s  n o t  known to  th e  o th e r  pe rsons upon th e  s ta g e , but

th e  a u d ie n ce  i s  aware o f  i t .  T h is  does n o t i n t e r f e r e  w i th  th e

w o rk in g  o f  th e  r u le .

In  th e s e  in s ta n c e s  where th e  p e rso n  s p e a k in g  th e  monologue

re m a in s  upon th e  s ta g e , i f  th e  p r in c ip le  as s ta te d  i s  v a l i d ,  th e re

is  no d iv i s io n - p o in t  " e i t h e r  b e fo re  o r  a f t e r  th e  m ono logue , u n le s s

d e p a r tu re  i s  e x p re s s ly  a n n o u n ce d ." T h is  m u s t, o f  c o u rs e , in d ic a te

a d e p a r tu re  w h ich  c le a r s  th e  s ta g e  o f  a l l  c h a r a c te r s ,  f o r  u n le s s
14

th e re  i s  a v a c a n t s ta g e , th e re  can be no d i v i s io n - p o in t .  When 

th e  p e rs o n  sp e a k in g  th e  m onologue i s  upon th e  s ta g e  in  th e  scenes 

b o th  p re c e d in g  and f o l lo w in g ,  h is  c o n t in u e d  p resen ce  p re v e n ts  a 

d i v i s io n - p o in t .  We may, t h e r e fo r e ,  c o n f in e  o u r a t t e n t io n  w h o lly

to  th o s e  in s ta n c e s  where th e  pe rso n  s p e a k in g  th e  m onologue i s

upon th e  s ta g e  d u r in g  th e  scene f o l lo w in g  th e  m ono logue , b u t n o t 

15
p re c e d in g  i t .

11 . A u l.  66 , 444 , 623, 660; B acch . 794, 912, 1052; Oas. 4 2 2 -2 3 ; 
M e rc . 677 ; M i l .  344 ; Pseud. 1016.

12 . Am ph.1008; B acch. 169, 384 , 525, 572, 924 ; O ap t. 515 ;
Oas. 530, 758a; O urc. 215, 370 ; M erc. 543 , 691; P e rsa . 52 ,25 0
Pseud. 1245 ; T ru e . 698,

13 . A u l.  660 ; Oas. 4 2 2 -2 3 .
14. F o s te r ,  o p . c i t . p . 6 .
15 . N ote 12.
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L e t us f i r s t  exam ine th e  in s ta n c e s  w here d e p a r tu re  is  

e x p re s s ly  announced. From th e  s ta te m e n t o f  th e  p r in c ip le  we may 

i n f e r  th a t  when d e p a r tu re  i s  e x p re s s ly  announced th e re  i s  a r e a l  

d i v i s io n - p o in t  p re c e d in g  th e  m onologue . D r. F o s te r ’ s c r i t e r i a  

as s ta te d  on page 2 w i l l  be th e  b a s is  o f  d e c is io n ,  i t  b e in g

a lw ays remembered th a t  th e y  a re  to  be k e p t s u b o rd in a te  to  th e

demands o f  th e  deve lopm en t o f  th e  p l o t .  I f ,  th e n , we f i n d  a 

v a c a n t s ta g e , w i th  no h in t  g iv e n  o f  th e  i d e n t i t y  o f  th e  p e rso n  

ab ou t to  e n te r ,  and no announcem ent o f  r e tu r n  made by th e  pe rson  

le a v in g ,  we s h a l l  be j u s t i f i e d  in  b e l ie v in g  th a t  th e  d e f i n i t e  

announcem ent o f  d e p a r tu re  i s  fo l lo w e d  by a r e a l  d i v i s io n - p o in t .

In  B acch . 525 , 572 ; Gas. 758a; O urc . 215, 37 0 ; P ersa  250;

Pseud. 1245 ; and T ru e . 698 we f i n d  a l l  th e se  c o n d i t io n s  f u l f i l l e d  

and d i v is io n - p o in t s ,  th e r e fo r e ,  o c c u r in  th e s e  p la c e s .

In  Cas. 530 , b o th  Lysidam us and A lce s im u s  go o u t ,

le a v in g  th e  s ta g e  empty and g iv in g  no h in t  o f  t h e i r  r e t u r n .

N e ith e r  i s  any rem ark  made w h ich  g iv e s  a c lu e  as to  th e  id e n t i t y  

o f  th e  p e rso n  a b ou t to  e n te r .  B u t th e  deve lop m en t o f  th e  p lo t  

f o r b id s  th a t  t h i s  be re g a rd e d  as a r e a l  d i v i s io n - p o in t .  1 .5 1 4  is  

u n d o u b te d ly  fo l lo w e d  by a d i v is io n - p o in t  and th e  in te r v e n in g  

scene i s  to o  s h o r t  to  be re g a rd e d  as a co m p le te  a c t .  The c o n te n t 

o f  O le u s t r a ta ’ s rem arks when she e n te r s ,  1 .5 3 1 , i s  a ls o  to o  

c lo s e ly  co n n e c te d  w i th  th e  p re c e d in g  scene to  p e rm it  any b re a k  

h e re .
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In  M e rc .543, th e  th re e  c r i t e r i a  demand a d i v i s io n -  

p o in t ,  b u t s in c e  fro m  th e  s ta n d p o in t  o f  th e  de ve lopm en t o f  th e  p lo t  

I t  i s  u n c a l le d  f o r ,  and as a d iv is io n - p o in t  u n d o u b te d ly  o ccu rs  a t 

1 .5 8 7 , i t  i s  b e t t e r  to  c o n s id e r  th a t  th e re  i s  no b re a k  a t  t h is  

p o in t .

C o n d it io n s  In  M erc . 691 a re  s im i la r  to  th o se  in  th e  

p re c e d in g  in s ta n c e .  S ince  th e re  i s  c le a r l y  a d i v i s io n - p o in t  a t
'“O

1 . 666 , s h o u ld  we a ls o  m ark 1 . 691 as a d i v i s io n - p o in t ,  th e  s h o r t ­

ness o f  th e  r e s u l t in g  a c t  and i t s  c lo s e  r e la t i o n  to  th e  f o l lo w in g  

l in e s  make i t  e x tre m e ly  p ro b a b le  t h a t  t h i s  i s  no r e a l  d i v i s io n -  

p o in t .

I t  w i l l  be n e ce ssa ry  to  d is c u s s  in  more d e t a i l ,  th e  In s ta n c e s  

where th e re  i s  no d e f i n i t e  announcem ent o f  d e p a r tu re ,.

In  Amph. 1008. M e rc u r iu s ,  b e fo re  he h im s e l f  goes 

in t o  th e  h o use , announces (1 .  1005) th e  com ing o f  A m p h itru o , and 

a ls o  (1 . 1008) h is  own re a p p e a ra n c e . A m p h itru o  e n te r s ,  speaks

h is  m ono logue , and re m a ins  on th e  s ta g e . There  i s  no d i v i s i o n -  

p o in t .

A t f i r s t  s ig h t ,  B acch . 169, seems to  have th e  

c h a r a c t e r is t i c s  o f  a r e a l  d i v i s io n - p o in t ,  s in c e  th e  w ords o f  

P is to c le r u s ,  "se q u e re  hac me, ac t a c e , "  im p ly  th a t  b o th  

c h a ra c te rs  go o u t ,  le a v in g  th e  s ta g e  v a c a n t.  There  has been no

16. F o s te r ,  o p . c i t . p . 1 6
17 . F o s te r ,  o p . c i t . p . 1 6
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h in t  c o n c e rn in g  th e  i d e n t i t y  o f  th e -c h a ra c te r  a b ou t to  e n te r ,  n o r
.  -  . 1 8an announcem ent o f  re a p p e a ra n ce . B ut D r .F o s te r  has shown fro m

11. 180-181 th a t  P is to c le r u s  saw C h ry s a lu s  com ing and th e r e fo r e  

re m a ine d  on th e  s ta g e . There  ca n , th e n , be no d iv i s io n - p o in t .

In  Bacch. 384 , Lydus , h a v in g  spoken a m onologue, 

goes o u t ,  le a v in g  th e  s ta g e  em pty . In  h is  c lo s in g  w o rd s , how ever, 

he s ta te s  h is  in t e n t io n  o f  b r in g in g  P h ilo x e n u s  to  th e  house o f  

th e  B a c c h id e s . S ince  to  do t h i s ,  he must come back on th e  s ta g e , 

t h i s  i s  e q u iv a le n t  to  an announcem ent o f  r e tu r n  and no d i v i s i o n -  

p o in t  can o c c u r .
19

D r. F o s te r  has c o n s id e re d  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  th e  

way o f  re g a rd in g  Bacch. 924 as a g e n u in e  d i v i s i o n - p o in t , b u t 

n e v e r th e le s s  has s e t i t  down as one . As he has s a id ,  th e re  is  no 

announcem ent o f  d e p a r tu re  f o r  N ic o b u lu s .  A t th e  end o f  h is  

m ono logue , (1 .  9 7 8 ) , C h ry s a lu s  s a y s ,

"se d  Priamum as ta n te m  eccum a n te  po rtam  v id e o . "

B u t when a c h a ra c te r  comes o u t o f  th e  house , th e  u s u a l announce­

ment i s  so m e th in g  l i k e ,

"eccum fo re s  c r e p u e r u n t . "

D r. F o s te r  h a s . ta k e n  N ic o b u lu s *  f i r s t  words a f t e r  C h ry s a lu s *  

m ono logue ,

"Quoianam vox prope me s o n a t? "  

to  show th a t  he has ju s t  h e a rd  th e  v o ic e  o f  C h ry s a lu s  and , th e re ­

f o r e ,  c o u ld  n o t have been on th e  s ta g e  in  th e  p re c e d in g  scene .

18. F o s te r ,  ö p . c i t . p . 11
19. F o s te r ,  o p . c i t . p . 12
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H ow ever, i t  seems p ro b a b le  th a t  he speaks th u s  to  m is le a d  

O h ry s a lu s  and im p ly  th a t  he has n o t o v e rh e a rd  h im .

As e v id e n c e  o f  N ic o b u lu s ’ p re s e n c e , l e t  us n o t ic e  B acch .40 4 . 

Here we know th a t  M n e s ilo c h u s  i s  upon th e  s ta g e  d u r in g  th e  c o n v e r­

s a t io n  o f  Lydus and P h ilo x e n u s , b u t re m a ins  h id d e n  fro m  them 

u n t i l  1 . 451 , when Lydus s a y s ,

"se d  q u is  h ic  e s t quem a s ta n te m  v id e o  a n te  o s tiu m ? "  

a speech a lm o s t i d e n t i c a l  w i th  1 . 978 q u o te d  above . In  th e  l in e s  

f o l lo w in g  M n e s ilo c h u s  does n o t  d is c lo s e  th e  f a c t  th a t  he has 

h e a rd  th e  p re v io u s  c o n v e rs a t io n ,  b u t in s te a d ,  asks q u e s t io n s  

in te n d e d  to  in d ic a te  to  Lydus h is  e n t i r e  ig n o ra n c e  o f  w hat has 

gone b e fo re .

In  M e rc . 700 , we f i n d  a s im i la r  c irc u m s ta n c e . D o rip p a  

e n te rs  and b e g in s  s p e a k in g  w ith o u t  s e e in g  Lys im achus who, how ever, 

h e a rs  a l l  t h a t  she says and makes rem arks a u d ib le  to  th e  

a u d ie n c e . B u t when, in  1 . 714 , he makes h is  p re sen ce  known to  

h is  w i f e ,  he does n o t b e tra y  th e  f a c t  th a t  he has o ve rh e a rd  what 

she has j u s t  s a id .

These f a c t s  seem to  show th a t  N ic o b u lu s  d id  n o t  le a v e ,  and 

i n  v ie w  o f  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e re  is  no  d e f i n i t e  announcem ent o f  h is  

d e p a r tu re ,  we may assume th a t  he rem a ined  on th e  s ta g e . I f  he does 

re m a in  th e re  can be no d i v is io n - p o in t  a t  1 . 924 .

In  C a p t. 515 , H e g io , r e tu r n in g  to  h is  home, s te p s  

upon th e  s ta g e  s p e a k in g . A r is to p h o n te s ,  who i s  f o l lo w in g  h im ,
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does n o t  a p p e a r. A t th e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  h is  m onologue h a v in g  

d i r e c te d  A r is to p h o n te s  to  f o l lo w  h im  upon th e  s ta g e , H e g io , s te p s  

b a ck , a p p a re n t ly  to  w a it  f o r  A r is to p h o n te s  j u s t  as Tyndarus w,ho has 

seen them com in g , ru sh e s  o u t o f  th e  ho use . Even i f  H e g io *s  

d i r e c t io n  to  A r is to p h o n te s  to  f o l lo w  h im  upon th e  s ta g e , d id  n o t 

amount to  an announcem ent o f  r e tu r n ,  th e  c lo s e  c o n n e c t io n  o f  th e  

two scenes w o u ld  p re v e n t t h i s  b e in g  a d i v i s io n - p o in t .

I n  P ersa  52 , T o x i lu s  goes o u t le a v in g  th e  s ta g e  

v a c a n t and g iv in g  no h in t  o f  th e  i d e n t i t y  o f  th e  c h a ra c te r  abou t 

to  e n te r .  H is  f i n a l  w o rd s ,

"usque e ro  domi dum e x c o x e ro  le n o n i malam rem a l iq u a m ,"

im p ly in g  th a t  he w i l l  r e tu r n  when he has made such a p la n ,  c o n s t i tu te

an announcem ent o f  re a p p e a ra n ce . T h is  i s  v e r i f i e d  by h is  open in g

w ords on h is  r e tu r n  (1 . 81) i n  w h ic h  he b e g in s  to  d e s c r ib e  h is

scheme. There  i s ,  th e n  no r e a l  d i v i s io n - p o in t  a t  th e  end o f

T o x i lu s *  m ono logue .

We have now c o n s id e re d  and c la s s i f i e d  a l l  in s ta n c e s  o f

s u c c e s s iv e  appearances s e p a ra te d  by a m onologue.
20

There  a re  th re e  in s ta n c e s  o f  s u c c e s s iv e  appearances o f  one

o r  more c h a ra c te rs  n o t  s e p a ra te d  by a m onologue . The p r in c ip le

does n o t  a p p ly  h e re . I t  may be n o te d ,  how ever, th a t  as D r .F o s te r  

21
has s ta te d ,  G is t .  630 and Pseud. 573a a re  d i v is lo n - p o in t s ,  b u t a t

20. A s in .  809 ; O is t .  630 ; Pseud. 573a.
21. F o s te r ,  o p . c i t .  p . 14, 18 , 10
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A s iru  809 th e re  is  no d i v i s io n - p o in t ,  s in c e  h e re  i t  w o u ld  n o t 

f u l f i l l  th e  demands o f  th e  p lo t  d e ve lo p m e n t. T h is  co m p le te s  

th e  d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  s u c c e s s iv e  ap pe a ra n ces .

A summary o f  th e  in s ta n c e s  where d e p a r tu re  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  

announced shows th a t  B acch. 525, 572 ; Oas. 758a; C u re . 215, 370; 

P ersa 250 ; Pseud. 1245; and T ru e . 698 s u p p o r t th e  p r in c ip le  in  

t h a t  th e  d e f i n i t e  announcement o f  d e p a r tu re  i s  fo l lo w e d  by a 

d i v i s io n - p o in t .  B ut Oas. 530 ; M erc. 543 and 691 p re s e n t a s ta te  

o f  a f f a i r s  d ia m e t r ic a l ly  opposed to  t h i s .  There  i s  a d e f i n i t e  

announcem ent o f  d e p a r tu re  b u t th e  deve lopm en t o f  th e  p lo t  fo r b id s  

a d i v i s io n - p o in t .

T u rn in g  to  th e  in s ta n c e s  where th e re  i s  no  d e f i n i t e  

announcem ent o f  d e p a r tu re ,  we f i n d  th a t  th e  s ix  in s ta n c e s  (Amph. 

1008; Bacch. 169 , 384, 924 ; O ap t. 515 ; and P ersa 52) s u p p o r t 

th e  p r in c ip le .

In  s tu d y in g  th e  in s ta n c e s  where th e  p e rson  s p e a k in g  th e  

m onologue rem a ined  on th e  s ta g e , i t  o c c u rre d  to  me th a t  p o s s ib ly  

a s im i la r  p r in c ip le  m ig h t be fo rm u la te d  in  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  tho se

In s ta n c e s  w here th e  pe rson  s p e a k in g  th e  monologue was upon th e
22

s ta g e  in  th e  scene p re c e d in g  th e  m onologue b u t n o t f o l lo w in g  i t .

A s tu d y  o f  th e s e  in s ta n c e s  was made, w i th  th e  f o l lo w in g  r e s u l t s :

In  Cas. 503, O lym p ic  and Lysidam us le a v e  th e  s ta g e  

w ith o u t  an announcem ent o f  r e tu r n .  O h a lin u s  re m a in s  on th e  s ta g e

22. N ote  10
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and speaks 11 . 504-515 and th e n  h e , to o ,  le a v e s . He g iv e s  no 

h in t  o f  th e  I d e n t i t y  o f  th e  c h a ra c te r  abou t to  e n te r  and makes no 

announcem ent o f  r e tu r n .  H is  m onologue Is  fo l lo w e d  by a d i v i s io n -  

p o ln t ,  1 . 514 .

O le u s t r a ta ’ s w ords In  Oas. 548, in t im a te  th a t  she 

i s  a b o u t to  le a v e  th e  s ta g e  and th e  w ords o f 'A lc e s im u s  show th a t

he b e l ie v e s  she has done so . B u t a f t e r  th e  d e p a r tu re  o f  

A lce s im u s  (1 .  5 5 7 ) , when O le u s tra ta  a g a in  speaks (1 .  5 5 8 ) ,  h e r 

f i r s t  w ords show th a t  she has h e a rd  w hat he has s a id .  She m u s t,

th e n , have s te p p e d  to  one s id e  b u t s t i l l  have re m a ine d  upon the

s ta g e , and so th e re  can be no d i v i s io n - p o in t .

In  Men. 875 , Senex goes o u t ,  le a v in g  Menaechmus I I  

a lo n e  upon th e  s ta g e , b u t h is  c lo s in g  w ords im p ly  th a t  he w i l l

r e tu r n .  There  i s ,  t h e r e fo r e ,  no d iv i s io n - p o in t  a t  1 . 881,

f o l lo w in g  th e  m onologue and d e p a r tu re  o f  Menaechmus I I .

In  th e  command o f  D o rip p a  to  w h ic h  S yra  p rom ises

o b ed ie nce  i n  M erc . 788 , th e re  is  an in t im a t io n  o f  th e  re app earance

o f  S y ra . C o n se q u e n tly  no d i v i s io n - p o in t  fo l lo w s  th e  m onologue 

and d e p a r tu re  o f  Lys im achus , 1 . 802 .

In  M i l .  1387, P y rg o p o ly n ic e s  goes w i th  no 

I n t im a t io n  o f  r e tu r n .  The p u e r speaks h is  m onologue and le a v e s  

th e  s ta g e  1 . 1893, w he re , a c c o rd in g  to  a l l  th e  c r i t e r i a ,  we have 

a d i v i s io n - p o in t .

The c o n c lu s io n  to  be draw n fro m  th e se  in s ta n c e s  may be 

s ta te d  as f o l lo w s :
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When th e  c h a ra c te r  s p e a k in g  th e  m onologue i s  upon .

th e  s ta g e  p re c e d in g  th e  m onologue , b u t n o t f o l lo w in g  i t ,  and is

th e  o n ly  p e rso n  upon th e  s ta g e  d u r in g  th e  m ono logue , i f  th e re  has 

been no in t im a t io n  o f  th e  re ap p e a ran ce  o f  th e  c h a ra c te r  who has 

j u s t  l e f t ,  th e  m onologue i s  fo l lo w e d  by a d iv i s io n - p o in t .

The c o n c lu s io n s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  d iv is io n - p o in t s  a r e ,  w ith  

one e x c e p t io n ,  th e  same as th o s e  re ach e d  by D r. P o s te r .  T h is

e x c e p t io n  i s  B acch. 924, w h ich  he c la im s  as a d i v i s i o n - p o in t . B u t

th e  f a c t s  o f  th e  case as s ta te d  on pages 7 -  8 do n o t  seem to

w a rra n t such a c o n c lu s io n .

The r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  in v e s t ig a t io n  a re :

1 . D r .  F o s te r ’ s p r in c ip le  as s ta te d  on page 1 o f  t h i s  

pa p e r and page 12 o f  h is  a r t i c l e  i s  c o r r e c t  i f  a p p l ie d  o n ly  

w i t h in  th e  n a rro w  f i e l d  d e f i n i t e l y  d e s ig n e d  by i t s  te rm in o lo g y .

2. The im p l ic a t io n  o f  t h i s  p r in c ip le ,  th a t  when we have

two s u c c e s s iv e  appearances o f  th e  same c h a r a c te r ,  s e p a ra te d  by a 

m onologue spoken by a c h a ra c te r  who re m a in s  on th e  s ta g e , th e re  i s  

a d i v i s io n - p o in t  i f  d e p a r tu re  i s  e x p re s s ly  announced, i s  s u p p o rte d

by e ig h t  in s ta n c e s  b u t c o n t r a d ic te d  by th r e e .  T h is  w ou ld  seem to  

weaken th e  fo r c e  o f  th e  p r in c ip le .

3 . A n o th e r p r in c ip le  w h ich  i s  s ta te d  on page 12 was 

d is c o v e re d  w i th  re g a rd  to  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  a d iv is io n - p o in t  

f o l lo w in g  th e  m onologue o f  a c h a ra c te r  who was upon th e  s ta g e ;V ; ; : 

d u r in g  th e  scene p re c e d in g  h is  m onologue b u t n o t f o l lo w in g  i t .
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