
“TIME AND A HALF’S 
THE AMERICAN WAY”

•kick

A  H is t o r y  o f  t h e  

E x c l u s io n  o f  

W h it e -C o l l a r  W o r k e r s  

f r o m

O v e r t i m e  R e g u l a t i o n ,  

1868-2004

"kick

LINDER

•kkk

Fanpihua

HD
5 1 1 1

.U5
L565
2004
cop.l

“T im e  a n d  a  H a l f ’s  
t h e  A m e r ic a n  Wa y ”

A  HISTORY OF THE EXCLUSION OF 
WHITE-COLLAR WORKERS FROM  

OVERTIME REGULATION, 
1868-2004

“You’re Turning Blue. .

Marc Linder



The University of Iowa Libraries,

“Time 
the An

DEMCO, INC. 38-2931



“Time and a Half’s  
the American Way”

_.r-nriTU HC TOW A

3 1858 041 794 326

DATE DUE

DEMCO, INC. 38-2931



Also by M arc  L inder

Void Where Prohibited Revisited 
The Autocratically Flexible Workplace 
“Moments Are the Elements o f Profit”
Wars o f Attrition 
O f Cabbages and Kings County 
Void Where Prohibited
The Dilemmas o f Laissez-Faire Population Policy in Capitalist Societies
Labor Statistics and Class Struggle
Projecting Capitalism
Migrant Workers and Minimum Wages
Farewell to the Self-Employed
The Employment Relationship in Anglo-American Law 
The Supreme Labor Court in Nazi Germany 
European Labor Aristocracies 
Anti-Samuelson
Reification and the Consciousness o f the Critics o f Political Economy 
Der Anti-Samuelson

Translations

Mogens Klitgaard, God Tempers the Wind to the Shorn Lamb
Mogens Klitgaard, There’s a Man Sitting on a Trolley
Hans Kirk, The New Times
Hans Kirk, The Day Laborers
Hans Kirk, The Slave
Hans Kirk, The Fishermen
Fred Wander, The Seventh Well
Johannes Bobrowski, I  Taste Bitterness



“Time and a Half’s 
die American Way”

A  HISTORY OF THE EXCLUSION 
OF WHITE-COLLAR WORKERS 

FROM OVERTIME REGULATION,
1868-2004

Marc Linder

Fanpìhuà Press 
Iowa City 

2004



Copyright © by Marc Linder 2004 
All rights reserved
Printed in the United States of America

Cover illustration: Bernard Seaman, “You’re Turning Blue...”
Justice 39(4):4:l-2 (Feb. 15, 1957). The cartoons by Bernard
Seaman, “Good to the Last Drop!” and “Well, I Still Have My
Nice White Collar!” reprinted at pages 2 and 384 first appeared
in The Ledger 1(4):7 (Apr. 15, 1935) and The Ledger 1(5):3
(May 15, 1935), respectively. Reprinted by permission of Helen Seaman.

Suggested Library of Congress Cataloging 
Linder, Marc, 1946—

“Time and a half s the American way”:
A History of the exclusion of white-collar workers 
from overtime regulation, 1868-2004/by Marc Linder, 

xlvii, 1342 p.; 23 cm.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 0-9719594-1-2
1. Overtime—United States. 2. Hours of Labor—laws and legislation— 

United States—history. 3. White collar workers. 4. United States. Fair 
Labor Standards Act of 1938 

HD5111.U5L56 2004 
331.2572—dc21
Library of Congress Control Number: 2004097418



Overtime pay for overtime work 
Hey, Mr. Congressman, hey!
We’ll never quit and we’ll never shirk 
Hey, Mr. Congressman, raise our pay!

Pay, pay, overtime pay
We’ll work all night and we’ll work all day!
We’ll work ’till we chase all the fascists away 
Hey, Mr. Congressman, raise our pay.

Overtime pay for overtime work 
Hey, Mr. Congressman, hey!
Don’t stuff reaction inside your shirt 
Hey, Mr. Congressman, raise our pay!

Overtime pay for overtime work 
Hey, Mr. Congressman, hey!
We wanna work the American way 
Time and a half s the American way!

Overtime pay for overtime work 
Hey, Mr. Congressman, hey!
We’ll work like horses but we can’t eat hay 
Hey, Mr. Congressman, raise our pay!

I looked over Jordan and what did I see 
Hey, Mr. Congressman, hey!
Twenty-nine creditors a-chasin’ after me 
Hey, Mr. Congressman, raise our pay!

Overtime pay for overtime work 
Hey, Mr. Congressman, hey!
The cost of living’s risin’ like the temperature in May 
It’s gettin’ awful hot!
It’s gettin awful hot Mr. Congressman - ain’t it!

Overtime pay for overtime work 
Hey, Mr. Congressman, hey!
You can ration our rubber, you can ration our sugar, 
You can ration our gas, you can ration our girdles, 
But you can’t ration morale in the O.P.A.!1

Priority Ramblers (Tom Glazer, Jackie Gibson, Edna Nell, and Josephine Schwartz), 
“Overtime Pay” (recorded at the Library of Congress, Sept. 6, 1943), in Ronald Cohen and 
Dave Samuelson, Songs for Political Action 106 (1996); Songs For Political Action, CD 
#4 (1996). Priority Ramblers was a group of Washington, D.C. office workers associated 
with the United Federal Workers Union, http://www.loc.gov/folklife/guides/wwii.txt
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