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Chapter 1
Introduction

rlghkllled labor must become skilled before it can gain
Although |ta ISt societies of the nineteenth and twentieth
fenturl‘qes haR/e een ecisively olded% confllctf hetween
abor and capital, cleavages Wlt In, the ork|n9 class have .
co[tstlt]uted a crucia eIe ent specifying the stfucture of natio-
nal po |t|ca stems rece ears r.example, much at-
ention It ﬁevo eq to the |ssue of fissures be ween
lue-collar and white-collar workers: the wor nl% g t]h
marginalized stratl]t %f semi- Permanenhg/ unem ¥ are
recipjents variously characterized as thé lu 0 arlat
Wo |n9 00r, non-wor |n ooraan% unFerc |c sector
n te sector emg) o es: and the old an the new working
class. % In connecl dh raclal, ethnic, generatlenal
Bexual d _organizational IVIS(JOHS Worktng IassP] itics have
een conslolcu usy preoccuple with intra-¢lass cohtroversies
In t he Unlted Stafes. é
For the p a one h ndred agd f|J }/ aJs the notion of an
arlitocracx ahor h Hoye esprea Qurrenf not. only
eft WI? tical cnc gut aso monlg ourna 42
and sc olars It has erve as a fungible “element. |n Iempts
nounce ‘ Fractlonatmn ﬂf the waqr W F
i¢ally ree ant

to explain o
gverarch 1igﬁ)rlncg % division wit olbt
straHflcatlon of that class has heen percelve eing- roote

| e ormat|on 0 tratum whosg su erior condltlons[ have
ed it to articul atte an pursue social, co omjc and political
oals WlthHt re erence the mterests 0 ot er mlzed
tratg despite latter’s numeHca f” erance
een ablet outflan %anlzatlona h on concegtual
radition notW|t st (F Ing, the notion of an arlstocracy of
as not heen accorded eoretlca teatm nt ade quae to the
eveI 0 9enera |zat|or] tts use has o0 ten |mg %
In pa t|cu ar, analysis of the re atdons ofgpu etana str ta

to one anoth eJ thas not been urthere ents— [h
tautological, definitional or conceptual in"accordance W|th their
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degree f so hrstrcatedness—that rnsrst that capital, as t e
essen raj al re atdorr}shrp in caprtart socretre? cannot

OVer rentiations in wage-labor In formrn
tp [)asrs of ew cass ?( uln aries. g& Alt ggh this val y
theoretical forindatron of ¢ (}

ass antagonism serves eurrstrc
urpose in re tron to authors W o posrt tJt the ch e 1SSUe
he ana SI the strict Bea Ing fluid nature o hI ?
er’s wiole, ate or who classifi

ase their sfr rfrcator

cations on Tn ana trc act of violence”, hrs ost general
concept of cassI antagonism” gll 1S manre ly magequate to
the task of ana zrng th class structure of a particular country
at . a (E)artrc oint |st]ory If the terminological barrrers
rarse estron of class-im utatron are ellminate bg/
focusin attentron on the factors that tend to i uence th

conditions of working cas? omooenert then the afore-

menérone val Lret]eoretrca objections pecome untenable. For
herent% 0

form of |

1S, position. concede that the various materral
suchp%s skqled ant? uns rIIed Ia%or) as those
VY] h the re ation @ between caprtzi ﬂ la o[] arigears
to the agents of proquction, differentially s aRe t fter’s
consc}gousness then It | rnconsrste t to co tend hat the
?tratr icatjon of the workin cass errve rom %hese materia
orm% Lmut Inevita g/ e ’ comg letely arpitrar 12
The act t a(t the concepts used to naI(Y e drfteren ratr
trn class are located on r eren level 0o
tractrog m those characterrﬁ IC o the relationship between
ca Ital an fa or .does not dis uad h s ade llrate scient rc
re ectrons 0 f ocial reality. T I3 o A eir v rdrn¥ rests
ugon he mora |mperat|ve that ”sc oIa{ rscussron ust
g e%trate on, those asP (is of the reka ignship hetween caiortal
abor which ’ (i wag e w ers” to overcome their
spontaneous mutua mgetrtron

Historical research concerning the forma ?n of natrona(s
labor aristocracies must observe two met 000 olgrcal considera-

tions. Frrst Intra- natropa uneven developm an on- gornrlr
rocess that continuous generates Intrawo Qg ass restra
rcat\ I\/Ioreov%, uneven” development rtse velops un-
even that one period . may create t e basrs for an

mcreXsrh homo eneous waor rn cass hereas the next

enerates redomipant getero eous elements. B% under-
mrng the eco omic foundations of one version e. notion

n~end o class, hrstorg/ suc con%ant restratrfrcatron casts
ou t on the thesis of pérmanent ew

ourgeorseme
Second, gt Is crucial to scruthrze tle Specific r% itjcal-historical
nature o tr]e sugerror wor rng ass Sirata: just as the
mathematical existence of a lowest one-fifth of the ncome
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Genel

cipients of a socret does not suffice as a qualitative indicator
8T F?%verty 16) so too the R hest-paid oneqf?th 0r ope- tentn

e garners does n?t autor%atrcaqy constitute an aristocracy
! Waqe differentials for example, similar to those
revai ng rn nine eent entury rrtlarn have been documented
or earliér centuries. Yt the class structure. of societjes

rior to the rise of in ustrra ca It alism makes | %rnag

0 Impute to artrsag N pr capr Irst socleties the polit
unctions assoclated with cassrca abor aristocrats.” (19

The structure and drstrrgutron 0(5 skrIIs Wrthrn the manual
working class rs acc%rde overridin rgnr Icance as a stra%rfr
fatory Brrncré)e in the historical-e n} irical g eﬂ A
ﬁW (20) Industrial caprtalrsm Itsel cre ski bor
%e latter!s concegtua C unte part, uns % abor rn a our
ﬁ sense: com rcgte and simple Ia or Tes ectively
d( are gres nted a d} %ome commens rable rn the com
0 r hor o

a%at%oun C nrr(é?r%%(teed oot aad P[e cbor aresaﬁraeﬁ){at vely
Howeve{

erenyoantaepqrcatgd fgl%rrseOrstasbsatsrarcnttelnab?re gra nrnld?trlpvreeld
sim bor; 2. qua quajified and ualified . lahor, res
trv ly, t ey ar orms of concrete [abor, qualitafiyel erent
ec nol ogcrca useful o ects (21

aPents in t e pripdd(clrfon 0

or the Tapjtalfst emlo ayers .of skilled labor it Is e sentrc{a
that Ja uantrt tr e relationshi 9, bhetween the value created by
kille eproguctive

F)e no le avowbe than that 0 tafr?rsrfg ° estl\(rrlreen Ia%]r power
abor 3 unski lapor g er: nor] L?|fl| nl)er] this condrtron
would, .ceteris parrbu? est itself as a elow-aver ?Ierdle

PabeFOQ'ndamSUPd Craepld?tsrnharmerners hedi\”leym ?t y on S

nce a
orar u e dance atter: and 0 teh ners
?eller}s/ 0 sﬂ< ed a unsirlled Ilap (power dfrerentra
or Ing and Irg gecon rt QS erve rom he rn [ uctro Hto
g ere oF dent fabor o ttenuﬁte versr?n of the
rrn IR es of stratification” that re ulate the une an
hrera Ical distri utron 0 more (es ential” social positions
and unctrogs on the one hand and the gcco Cpanyrng ‘rewar s
q nts" an er uisites" on the other In soci t¥ Iar&; 27)
s n gar ar tnis Iast asp?ct that forms the focus of
lnterest bel w. The cruclal task of analysis corf]srsts not so
n] confirmyng the exritence of this hierarchy of privilege wit rn
anua orking class as In setting it in" relation to"the
ﬁvera tructur of social class as |t “evolved during, .one
Istorical period. To what degree, In other words, “did the com-
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mon experiences of manaal Workin class life in_the sphefres
oF Produc lon and repro; uctron neutraljze the dHusrve effects
nira-class %tratrfrcatron Or, seen from a different

spe trve to what d gree did the grtv eqed stratu of the
gcass use th8 econqmic, socia ﬂpo ifica power .
s]trr%]e attac rnrar to (s scaﬁce SKI f rin ermine

arfisms that gave rrf 0 the inequalities pecu lar to
caprtalrst socleties In-general? (24)

Parts Iand II deaI wrth Errtarn and oee respfectrvely
re of rr engt Ject to oua tat] el ferent
rnqs 0 tmen Thrs drs rrtX ref ? verr[]ent histo-
rica aths ta en Y the aristocrdcy of a or rn the ﬁones
The ontrnenta Io]a terns serve as virtua f ative case histo
ries illustrating the national specrfgcrty of ¢ s? relations. Within
e% Part, t00; eemph ses are far r%m yniform. Thus
chapters 2 and evote {0 t e pre-Chartist a Chfrrtrst

Rerro S r?SH]Eth ¥ undertake to reconstruct the early
Istor o aristocracy iIn Brrtarn on the basis of
conte E{)orahrg ualitative accounts: alth o no attempt ra made

u—

cla ftructure sta}trstrcalay the ctapters emon-
str te (5 Recu harrtres of the prevdilin g %rtrca structure
mhparte Istinct ¢ acter to thF utatrv Ia or arrstocracy
gter traces the rdea-historica r % a(xs and
lﬁ]q once tion %f the arrstocrac abor back to the attack
that the left rng artrs(s Ernest ones mounted on craft
unionism in the “1840s ana 1850s.

Marxfs and E n els’ scattered refererhces to the notion of a
lapor arrstocrac " ectl%rsternatrca ly el ted in c?

pter

1th g view {0 thelr rmmanent t eorEtrg étfogrc and
1storica acriurac IS context a diverse yo emprrrca
Indicators relatin to the S0CI0- ecoanrc structure’ o ntr
Victorian rrta}n IS set orth An alternative theoretic a#groac(n
fo t e stu % 0 tron apor étrrsto racies, .which is adu rate
rn ch a ter 1S t eve oped In tne remarnrn? chapters.

hapt Whrrih conc des Part | focuses on the I ac { of
|ntr wor mo differentiation on the evo utron o %rrtrs
altggr ar(r)slt cracy during the quarter-century precedrng

I
In Paré I| attention is shifted to Contrnenltal Eur e Chap-
ters 9 examine the two rri or dustrra ca rta st natrons
erman}/ (% France respectiv etc fes of labor arrstocracres
in seve aI the Iess adva(nce natio s 0 ro{P %suc .
ltaly and Russia) are ontarne

cuaSttre“r1 uno:ary“ enmarter 11 synthesizes the new Ins| hts
emeegrng (%rom tfn ! sturﬁp y y
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