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Chapter 2
Early Socialism and Trade Unionism
(1820s and 1830s)

The decade be |nn|n? with the mid-1820s Wltn?ssed a new stag
Re development 0 thf consclousness and 0 Ite or%anlzatl ns
o the Britis Worklnrg ass. The rse of [\JIO|II'[IQa reform, co-
Reratlve socialist and ener —inqgeed Je utionary—trade
lon ove ents re ecte reinforced this tt]ans orma-
|o The interna strugfg es acc? an mg Q litical
(% omic constitution he proletaria ? ective
orce represented the flrst nationally mgh icant instances
£0|IIICI ation of the socio-economic “stratification of manual
wor er
One of ttae mo?]t condemnator ndICtrTh ents of the labor aristo-
cracy at t e same tlme er R e earliest Premse semantic
refe ence st(ems from t e icardian utopian socialist, William

(? é ?i abour ewarde? written In 1826
an I|she the Iowng year, . Thompson, ounded his Ia
cusatlon on a toglos that %eremalned a mainstay 0 ﬂ?ntl abor

aristocratic criticism uptil t teseB a){ name at of
exclusionary trade SO?IetIES gh rew helr power from a
S stem of nnefessearéothergl, angd extended apprentlces(ﬁlp (3)

sKi miirbesg\évusdeltth LA Waﬁ ”Ieass acnompara

e re differences 1
tive nor an subsmgary to other Itactors

Whether one class of. IaPorers IS bﬁtter paid than another,
? v¥]eavers than aﬂrlcuéurlsts or natters, 1s a mere m?tt%r
cnance a Rendln? on the fluctuatlohs of t
ar\<et an on ?or oratip her eéc usions of force,
ga or not legal, festraining the freedom of competltlon (5)

AIthou the ef ectlve klll content] separatln% various "classes"
%e een e\rg ¥ |ct| the institutions protecting
nflating suc ferentla

g Ve afaf |t|0us elevali %n to the remuneration of”%trtlcular

aSSes 0 aborers while the. qre?t mass of the ?]nous
rema|n at th ?t competltl\ie poin remuneratton WdIC
enables the laborers to live out the|r average roun
21
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Genel

}/ears and to leave behind them a new race to continue the
oque of unattractive, unrequited tRI %se cIasses 0
trades or S bleISIOﬂS 'of classes. which are t e best
remynerated ... are t ? mere zﬂlstocracg(o trages, pos-
sessmo no suRerlor utl |tl}/ o |spos|t|o]n W|th
no. more pretensions to s pfnor mert th an %
arjstocracjes, F fr %uent){ garta % f the wces of all
aristocracles, oma nt|p s to those less
remunerate than themselves. ...

The quasi-hereditary procedures for tra |tt|ng its \ngneges
to.the next generation r}]stltuted one o the most |hn Idious
aristocratic attributes o this class of labor Inasmuc

uneoLuaI uneratlon :&enders it the interest of those gos-

essed r}]an% rtment of |nﬂustr t]o conceal
Jf”@ S'r'a‘th ‘”Swhé eEoved by Mo dhcomes [Pt[””
Thoe Who gare sklnedr?t aving farhllles . Wlﬁ teach their
children alone. ...
s long. as the labo r|stocrac rested on secue technological
?unda?lons ep [fehetweent/‘ dt(he rest o the L%
class was unli ey to become |t|ca Qr s ciall exp oswe
ut as e ucatlon sprea es mys{)eres gst heir status]
C0 pli( ﬁrentlces g n]d chinery
ace s or cmmo orers a ther chi

a re eskIsr red by Inqustr 1
Once mgustrlaEzath Hl haé redached tqs“stageytlragle urYlon )had
to decide whether they woul

esor to force, a(}/v su ported as to a Rrthlceshms or
ega as to intimidafi t e competition of
B %reat maponty 0 t e Ind u r|o t us eect a
oouy--for orc% will lead t t é 00d
aristocracy can be supporte arlstocracy of Industry. O

The scenario that ThomPson evoked for the case that the
%rlstocracI of labor pre er[]ed reslsta while arocpear{ %
|stor|cal unrea |st|c In the light of the exoerlﬁ tte past
cen ury a da ﬁf seems pecufiarly suned 0t e m|nd 0

Irish Tandlord” who chos to analyze this stratum of worke
tH Pogously to that of t e Britis otblllty Thompson prechcted

th Hskllled laborers ouId evehrey nnghgtet folrnm§%lrl]ea%¥

ca |taI| ts a beln
| (f avmog? moreove ustice and the
gya y arme ands of the country on t s| e, they
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l[d by the underbidding of their labor defeat every where
\Aﬁ)uthe glfforts uof TraI esI nions. I. Pll) ey

ThomPsonf nalgsrs proved valid, however, in the sense that
over time_labor rrstoc[]atrc osrtrons in Y)arrous trades werg
eroded. Eve durrglg IS period some labor aristocrats under-
went a_rapid and a atic process o absolute economic Im-
miseration, these %re relatively autonomous economic
Processes as the a ents of which capitalist emglo ef functioned:
here o not appear to have occurre any successtu or un-
occess oIts bx "nlantatio savE %arnst
slaves let alone oHes N Whic rﬂeorshe an the
armed forces s Eteo\ e former. The fac at the ruin o
certarn sectors of the labor aristocracy did ROt mean the
d earance 0 hrs stratum .as a whole—wnich . was p Hd
rep enishe y the creation of new cateigorres of led
wo ? —constituted an even more cogent refutation o Thomp

son’s claims
The weaknes f Thompso 'S 4 proach as roqted in his
|sconce tro the course ca italist in strralrﬁatron on
the one Working class

of t e po rtrca %e avior o
strata, ﬁn the othe It 15 imp Iaus, —in re ard |rst
Issue—that labor eltrrstocrats mere )h means. of t e |nstrtu
tional me]tho S ou ined b Thom san, ut a arnét the %rn
o caprta ace muatron a d In s |teo underbidding .on”t

ﬁ markt e unski ed 0 determdned resrstance o

Part 0 % cou have ntarnde a techno grcaly

obso etg gosrtron | the L rh point of Tact

the end of the eighteent the rnnrn of the nrneteenth
cent\uw (a&oear to" have been ctﬁlr cte |dz % more accre 1ons
tot ctron from the sk e tra es % hose In-
stances, in whrci trade unions of the skrrled ed ”t 150lated
sectronal stru %es or the reservatron 0 y s per-
luous occupafional [o es, tﬁ Yy Were enera t
Bour% ors an socra ISt atttac S on trade unrons overa

e
[eci |n suc cases of "aristocratic t] rann}r whrgh) coI ided
roperty on the one hand and working class

t
frdarw t e o
psons ana srs o[) potential class coIIabor |on was hased
on a conce ption of the Ift or. arrstocrac as a com ative nd
essentra ly retrogresstveJ/ |sr ptr rce ithin ca rta
socre¥ As ch tnc rred hostr the [ eorsre
the other shrata of the pro letari t Thus a |an es etween
a o Lthese three 3roup|n would, in accordance with the
rc o Thompsgn's arg ent ave been, tactical ones with the
'S enemy” rathe es founded on %rtrve common
|ntere ts. Glven his time oun misconception of the unilinearity
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of caF ifalist rndustrralrzatron and his exclusrve] concentratron on

a certain t anin or aristocracy, om son could
ftab sh yIOEasr or c%lla?bora 1on Betwe)e/n such p workrn%
fass stratum an In ustrra bourqﬁorsre IIt nevert
oepsesra y\(r)%rth re ectrng on the factors that precluded such co-

Durrn% the 18205 and 183?3 trade unions werﬁ not treated
the b ur?eorsre as possipble instruments or t ehrntro uction
notions of class con ratron rnto t]he mi ro etardat
rnstead they ere ou ah err mem ers Jaile
tran3ﬁorte execut 2 ? %r Ror arrsLocrats
may ave een regar e tinct from other or rng lass
strata, they were yet We comed as resp ec a bor busi-
nes%meB committe to prrvatevpo erty an ree market.
Preferable perhaps, to ce fain nce- rone rouHa that were
undergo ng rap| de-skilling and eteroratrn itions, they
were none” the less perceived aia attem P exey}crse a more
stematrc and rnsrdrous ?ontro rfering wit ay -to- gy
operations of rrvae ro It [nakrn roductro facilities. Tra
u 10NS strllhconstrt e ah rce
The rather solid front whi Yvorkm? class mTrn ained

uring tpe stru (i or uply rsa mae frage Ieft ittle room
or a P (y ned to ?rvr e that c%ss by ‘conferring the
? te ona part g Bce It u[ Par lam ntary
reform for I1ts own Ddenefit, the ouregeorsre no o? ?un
necessa\ry t0 ¢o pinsate any of its érstwhile working class

oli rc allies
p ?tougln the" middle Tc %sses dq .not eiggear to have attempted
ay rous strata of the wor rn(Ir ?(off arqarns one

ant r.during t{]rs period, %me anti-worki %v ass authors
a socialists “helieved that# or arrstocrats ere bern recruited
or special purposes. One of the most n ta e of Itgse contem
oraﬁy sources was éhe anonrymous Pamp et e é

omutations, of Tage: D t§°'”tr8ed tEaétttre the
Iﬁar ngoreen %onr?]lercttrn)o \t/t;artnoutshoge WhIC rvioeotrte casse%hlrvrng
uthor asjsgrte that "the srngel% enffrt of U holdrn% a celass of
Etrg yga artizans ... outweighs all" "serious evils resulting
rom ‘trades' unions. ...

In every civilized sogiet

been % 9nrser¥ Whrfhe rnoortance of this class of

st compulsory labour existed,
eyrernter posed befween the y V t)

Hrrcrans and’ the slaves, but’
e couptries thery are cal P 0 discharge ?Hg e
utres In ormrnrg the conneotrng rntj etween ea(!

poverty, they serve to stimulate the latter, and indeed
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theiy exrste %e furnishes almost éhe only motive to exertion
to the English working classes. (20

In embryonic form the arsPects allyded to by the anon mo S
autr] [ Presen ted a o0 onent of the attr hutes o the clas-
sical labor aristqcracy: yet this, parti Har type of b [ aristo-
cracy was peculiar td a Herrod in w rc workrn ass an
|ts ales or?an the tra nions, hal not rrm(y
Hstr utronal zed as respo‘tsr e economic ag t this paint
the labor aristocracy still sy mbolized an 1deologica rnter ediate
statron"on the rog Lo wage labor Into ecoriomic epen-
te e," whereas In su (ﬂnuent years the soclal. adva]nce ent
of this stratum tiua strat in the working class pecame
a Su gectrve motivatin actor % The function Tascribed to
the [abor arrst cracy UJ Jt ryartrst period Wﬁs not
o muc one. of hav ng Vi the oyﬁ ties of the workin
%s avrn% creatéd an e ca e methanism. In the even the
yt 0r 0 Orh omb natrons L des Was rs rporn thy
frca%y of the mec anism whrc rarse ? ough he
eeme it more rational for the sk d to sg al |ances with
i enen il SRt o Tk 0, 0 A
henyeaPh hem that héerepcapgable Jot erbidding them vrt/hen

trades were open.

%(ocra 15t %rga“ recognrzert] the ossrbrlrty that skilled
or ers [<n ynthemselves wjth the M INE partrcu
arly stri g exa tpe occurred |n the b trades |n which,
owever, ?rtua on was comP licated y a S ru%% etween
a e and maI capltals. The oneer ronr %rgan

h Bui|ders' Unrorit warned editoria many
sk ful an more Inte I| ent vyorkmen have orsakeg herlr order

persevered in a ootrng amoao the miadle clas-
ses (233 The socr oor M UFJ an devoted several
rticles é re utrn {totron H peratr es were
etter advise {k or sma asters than for the then
urgeoning cass of larger genera ontrzictors It endeavore
t ndrng the relations |oetween small

:‘O

to destroy” the n]y s SUrro

masters % workmen (24 cIarmrn% hsmal ritasters a
wante t] ecome large capitalists; .since their small caprtaé
Place hn an |n error comgetrtr\re position, they wante

0 excrhtef atre % cagrta ;fsts In order to mono-
ol rze t abor orce. The existen eb such a copspirac
?e emons r%ted to theé Hrnal ty]a rﬁmark of & master

er to t ect t at the operatives would
Pa ther work at ?our shi ?rn S a éjay for the smflf Esters than
s for the "gormandisers

at six shillin wee ler
the journa %d observed that one of the ar?vantages o? Lerng

25
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by large contractors was that there were fewer of

e
|(r21 )the f cade of. mahmous rejoicl r]% lat the prosgectlve
g e our ei)IS elements 272 rked an pP rené
al th a at velg %I Sity ted artisans mlght seek limite
g tical re orm E%etI ri/vg heir emg 0Yers To the
el g onn§ 300 Eistocretic tttn'ttﬂtlegs”the
hav n trace V] to the act that the g n”)aratlveg f
tempo 0? the h ustrla revolution in Englan allowed cr fltsmen
anrg their sma Tt the &ntry of large-scale

N ustr more suc e0 EIs 9
)he i I é tion was . Rrovltz)rd by a_con-

[ supBort or thls ﬁ
ter]tP a account of the somalg stabilizing Influence of th%
pg |ca nions as a consequencé of their membersl avm een

from the class o; speitabe ttadesn%en and of the
mec anlcs and artizans in populous cities”

surelé/ no one WI|| have the hardihood to assert that such
men ¢an have the remofest mterest |n g g thelr country
Into the vortex of revo utgon Has the treﬁ J y motive

Lor brlnglng on a state % things which egrlve h|m of

1S all Has the mechanic w 0 earns

358 a Week any |nterest n inflaming the fnassmns of anH

i gnora n\en who will burn the manufactory to whic

e carries |s abour: or ruin the manH acturer frorn whom

e _recelved his Wageﬁ Yet these are the me ave

unite o%et er, In"the hogpe of carr |ngq suc easures as

\rAelyoﬁpgesl vvthlec tR a&tlf thEIPr%a %smrals%dmh. (30)

ontem orarjes began to comment upon still another aspect of

o
B

the [abor hsto durlnﬁ]t IS g ro —the reI t|ons of the
skilled to therr) la ore ame trades. ﬁexan er Somer-
ville recounted that e masons were intolerabl

heir labourers.” tter aving witnessed a mason strike a

nts to
Laborer atu tous —|ron|ca enough %fter a grou oalt masons
heefl dec a|m|n a]mst t ranny a aristotracy—Somer-
V|Ie W %ob ected tﬁﬂ] sma] an nioral abfuse inflicted
the Ia Orer cf told that “tnhe |v e es 0 ma?ons were
f to he uestlone ourers.” here is also somf
eV|dence f |e o t e a sence o 3 stem eex
tation of aborers V\}/ e trade unlonhst h uildin
t)ra es, the latter were abe to enfarce. t

| S |
ecause contractors anaged tl? inalnt Iy ﬁtew Srohtsg%
owering the wages o the” unskilled ?

part

26
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Although emponers tenged to regard themselves as the chref
vrctrms of the etﬁnngetrr trade ﬁronrsm 33 others J)re er-

d to emphasjz mental e ects on. working clas
grouP pch hgld Alison, s?rerrft of L ? VYtr d(hr
Vents surrounding the cons rrac tria [ 71 Gasgow cotton
sPrnners In 1837-1 ?or grovr ayb artic ary vrvrd account]IS

q trade urT]ron en I market.
testimony before a ar ramentar comn]rttee mem ers
every trade was restricted to close relatives so that o %r%
were” driven rnto tra s In which no combrnatrons or ro |-
tions we‘e possible; there t(ey were employed as day laborers,
masons’ lab oiers porters and “hand-loom weavers e tendency

ractice clearly 'is to establish a monopoly of skilled a arnst

ta p %%orts gkrlled rntsustry anlg |OIQe ce in.t e mo goky
skilled Ia (g) n{)er of int] rdatron to, whic

rng classes rt rrgp S5 make an resrstance 34

A avrng frrme that tra e unionis Besen ted

fomp lete sr(1 tem of castes," Alison hecame involved In the fol-

owing exchange with M.P. OConneI

Thus makrng a sPecres of ar\stocr tic class %mongst the
I%bourmg population?— xactP/ ave long been convmced
that the %ystem IS Just a system of the a rstoo(r?cey c]
skrII Ia our aqarnst the deneral mass of uns ahour
hhe real sufferers are not the masters S0 muc
Ihe other workmen who are excluded.

Conte oraries also commented on labor aristocratic r Iatrons
In suc'h]ptradrtrona? trades as carriage making E36 (? print-

In
gOt er contemporaries doubted Whe(sher labor aristocrats
ng in fa]ct preserve, their Prrvrle osifions hy means. of

us. a commrssron Stu g the "State of’ Protection

Manufac urn Industry" rn r‘hnn ction with the establishment

onsta a uestone "the soundness of an opinion
fna aﬁ exP sse that, strikes are o{ ser\frce rn sustain-

INg SKI abourers, or an ‘aristocracy’ lled Ia Hrers

It as e comm ssioners’ view that t ose orkers t 0st

to ain om strr es who were abl% I%Ioc vrrtue 0 t err

Ind strra srtron a gre It er of workers, s me o

mr t h more sk than the 3trr ers. g e c m
sr reve that suc strrkes woul trmately ead to the

rntro uctron of laborsaving machinery. (

The forenorn% survey has avoideq the | %ue of . developing
uantitative Criteria for demarcatrng abor arrstograg)
the economic distance between labor aristocrats and t

SUI

Yet
rest
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GT working class . must h:ﬁ\]/e been Iarr]rer and growmg more
rapr ring a period which even "rev sronrst socra d
econo rc it rrans acknowe e to fave] been one 0f rHcrea rng
|mm| eration rlom rc%nt settors % the prolet rr t t an
m% e secon eteent ntury, onsdderﬁble
soCial djstance also obtarne etween a or afist cr ts and other
gro etarran strata; artrsans 0 teH viewed the unskrl e% sectors
the manua| workjng ¢ lss Wit contemPt these
es ects .wor rng cass 50 %darrty was still ﬁdrnatg fo intra-
ass rvsrons QF v\}( act, “for examP]Ie that Luddite crqp-
gers irect conflict with macprner the one Gand 42
W artrsans roducrn UX m[nodrtres eans “of
centurres old technigues, or] e of orig to such ..
disparate soheres of societal [ife m%ant that -term political
and economic cRoperatron between them was szo means self-

ex Iapa ory grergence rather than .the absence of suc
oalition “impresse

rE oraries. This cleavage withi r(rj the
worrrn? claas was create thf uneven guantitative an
B ﬁrve Ve ooment capital accumulation Jn various
raln% es an ons: [rans tion om pre- rndustrral forms
of labor to Andusdrral ca rta rst orms eft a unro eh Prrndr
on each trade. and occupa In the co ntext. of this tfundamen-
tﬁl restructurrn of Britis sogrety nQ rcres iImplemented b
the rulin ??s S mage a de%r edfy subsidiary contribution
{0 fu!rlh di eren&ratron ithin the wor mrg class.
lVINng under—an Fer orgettr g nor allo
others to fordet the— urlre dr erent ¢ ndr(s ns from t os %
therr (fass ates,” abor arrs}ocrats 0 not appear to have
8 the latter® ‘inferests insofar as they ere drchted
% ar tqe reconstruction of ?ocret esprte P guenty con-
at

icting flaims af the Pornts 0 ction, em men tand
incom distribution—claims . whic apor aristoc id not
possiple consequences

b

?cru e at s?er Ing re ar less of t
o g rhs % apor arrstoera?y often a3fume a role
Iea In the formation %f radica soclalist ovg
me Autﬁnomy rather than O? osrtron characterized its
re atronshr to t e workm class at %
ch were the oossr bilities In a peridd when cra]ftsmen
str reanL roduction coo era rves 51 en artisans
o esr( ecome In g dent, orye asters
couId still be rnte% rated into the same move t factor
operatives wh t to share m common the nevr% emerg
ass means 0 socra rodyction. Iémgq th move
r]ds wer gm g antr cap|talrst attrtu es, the former
could be shi fF the soclo-economic antagonisms that
were beginning to fissure the working class. (47)
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