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Chapter 2 
Early Socialism and Trade Unionism 
(1820s and 1830s)

The decade beg inn ing  with the  mid-1820s witnessed a new s tage  
in the development of the consciousness  and of the  o rganiza t ions  
of the Bri t ish working c lass .  The r ise  of political re form, co­
o pe ra t ive ,  socialist and g e n e ra l—indeed re v o lu t io n a ry —tra d e  
union movements ref lec ted and re inforced  this  t r a n s fo rm a­
t ion. (1) The in te rn a l  s t ru g g le s  accompanying the  political 
and economic const i tu t ion  of the  p ro le ta r ia t  as an effect ive 
class force r e p re s e n te d  the  f i r s t  nationally s ignif icant  in s tances  
of the  politicization of the  socio-economic s t ra t i f ica t ion  of manual 
w orkers .
One of the  most condemnatory indictments  of the  labor a r i s to ­
cracy  and at the  same time p e rh a p s  the  earl ies t  p rec ise  semantic 
re fe ren c e  stems from the Ricardian utopian socialis t,  William 
Thompson. (2) In his book, Labour R ew ard e d , wri t ten  in 1826 
and publ ished  the  following y e a r ,  Thompson founded his ac ­
cusat ion on a topos tha t  has remained a mainstay of an t i - lab o r  
a r i s to c ra t ic  criticism until  the  p re s e n t  d a y —namely, tha t  of 
exc lus ionary  t ra d e  societ ies ,  which drew th e i r  power from a 
system of unnecessar i ly  rigid and ex tended  a p p re n t i c e sh ip .  (3) 
Thompson saw little correla t ion between wage levels and 
skill (4) because  he re g a rd e d  d i f fe rences  in skill as compara­
tively minor and su b s id ia ry  to o th e r  f a c to rs .

Whether one class  of labo re rs  is b e t t e r  paid than a n o th e r ,  
as weavers  than a g r ic u l tu r i s t s  o r  h a t t e r s ,  is a mere matter  
of chance and ch an g e ,  depend ing  on the  f luc tua t ions  of the  
market ,  and on corpora t ion  or  o th e r  exclusions  of f o r c e , 
legal o r  not legal , r e s t r a in in g  the freedom of competit ion. (5)

Although the  effect ive sk i l l -con ten t  s ep a ra t in g  var ious  "classes"  
may have been largely  f ic t i t ious ,  the  in s t i tu t ion s  p ro tec t ing  
and infla ting such d ifferen t ia ls

give a fact i t ious  elevation to the  remunerat ion  of pa r t i cu la r  
classes  of l ab o re rs ;  while the  g rea t  mass of the  in d u s t r io u s  
remain at tha t  competi tive point  of remunerat ion  which 
enables the labo re rs  to live out the i r  av e ra g e  round of
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y e a r s ,  and to leave behind them a new race to continue the  
rou t ine  of u n a t t r a c t iv e ,  u n r e q u i t e d ,  toil. Those c lasses  of 
t r a d e s  o r  subdiv is ions  of c lasses  which a re  the  bes t  
rem unera ted  . . .  a re  the  mere a r i s to c ra cy  of t r a d e s ,  pos ­
sess ing  no su p e r io r  u t i l i ty ,  skill  o r  good d ispos i t ion ,  with 
no more p re ten s io n s  to su p e r io r  merit than  any  o th e r  
a r i s to c ra c ie s ,  bu t  f r e q u e n t ly  p a r ta k in g  of the  vices of all 
a r i s to c ra c ie s ,  full of unsocial an t ipa th ies  to those  less 
rem unera ted  than them se lves .  . . .  (6)

The q u a s i -h e r e d i t a r y  p ro ce d u re s  fo r  t ransm i t t ing  its  pr iv i leges  
to the  next  genera t ion  cons t i tu ted  one of the  most invidious 
a r i s to c ra t ic  a t t r i b u t e s  of th is  class of labor inasmuch as

unequal  remunera t ion  r e n d e r s  it the  in te r e s t  of those  p o s ­
sessed  of skill  in any  depar tm en t  of i n d u s t r y  to conceal 
from all o th e r s  the  mode of ac q u i r ing  the  pecul iar  manner 
of o p e ra t in g ,  which, improved by hab i t ,  becomes skill.
Those who a re  skilled having  families . . . will teach th e i r  
ch i ldren  alone. . . .  (7)

As long as the  labor a r i s to c ra cy  re s ted  on secu re  technological 
fou nda t ions ,  the  gulf  between it and the  re s t  of the working 
class was unlikely to become politically or  socially explosive.
But as education s p r e a d ,  t r a d e s ’ myster ies  lost th e i r  s t a t u s ,  
legal compulsory ap p re n t ic e sh ip  was abolished (8) and machinery 
displaced skilled labor ,  common lab o re rs  and th e i r  ch i ldren  
were enabled to acqu i re  the skills re q u i red  by i n d u s t r y .  (9) 
Once industr ia l iza t ion  had reached  th is  s tag e ,  t r a d e  unions had 
to decide w he ther  they  would

re s o r t  to f o r c e , law -su p p o r ted  as to a p p re n t i c e s h ip s ,  o r  
illegal as to intimidation . . .  to pu t  down the  competition of 
the  g re a t  majority of the  In d u s t r io u s ,  and th u s  e rec t  a 
b loody - - fo r  force will lead to blood, and without blood no 
a r i s to c racy  can be s u p p o r t e d —ar is to c racy  of I n d u s t r y .  (10)

The scenar io  tha t  Thompson evoked for  the case tha t  the  
a r i s to c ra cy  of labor p r e f e r r e d  r e s i s ta n c e ,  while ap p ea r in g  
historical ly unrea l is t ic  in the  l ight of the  ex per ience  of the  pas t  
c e n tu ry  and a half , seems peculiar ly  su i ted  to the  mind of an 
Ir ish landlord who chose to analyze th is  s t ra tum  of workers  
analogously  to th a t  of the  Brit ish nobil ity.  Thompson p red ic ted  
t h a t ,

The unskil led labo re rs  would ev e ry  where form a league 
with the  cap i ta l is ts ;  and being the majority in point of 
physical  s t r e n g t h , and hav ing ,  moreover,  just ice and the 
legally armed bands  of the  co u n t ry  on th e i r  s ide ,  they
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would by the u n d e rb id d in g  of th e i r  labor defeat  e v e ry  where
all the e f fo r t s  of T rad es -U n ions .  . . .  (11)

Thompson’s analys is  proved  valid,  how ever ,  in the  sense  tha t  
ove r  time labor a r i s to c ra t ic  posit ions in var ious  t r a d e s  were 
e ro d ed .  Even d u r in g  th is  period some labor a r i s to c ra t s  u n d e r ­
went a rapid  and dramatic p ro cess  of absolu te  economic im- 
miseration. (12) But these  were re la t ively  autonomous economic 
p ro cesse s  as the  a g en ts  of which capital is t  employers func t ioned ;  
t h e r e  do not a p p e a r  to have o ccu rred  any success fu l  (or  u n ­
success fu l )  revo l ts  by ’’’plantat ion s l av e s ’” aga ins t  ’’’palace 
s l a v e s , ”’ (13) let alone ones in which the  bourgeois ie  and the  
armed forces  su p p o r ted  the  form er .  The fact  tha t  the  ru in  of 
ce r ta in  sec to rs  of the  labor a r i s to c racy  did not mean the 
d i sap pearance  of th is  s t ra tum  as a whole—which was pe r iod i­
cally rep len ished  by the  creat ion of new ca tegor ies  of skilled 
w o r k e r s —co ns t i tu te d  an even more cogent  re fu ta t ion  of Thomp­
s o n ’s claims.

The weakness of Thompson’s approach  was rooted in his 
misconception of the  co u rse  of capital is t  indus t r ia l iza t ion ,  on 
the  one h and ,  and of the  political behav ior  of working class  
s t r a t a ,  on the  o th e r .  It is implausible—in re g a rd  to the  f i r s t  
i s s u e —that  labor a r i s to c r a t s ,  merely by means of the  i n s t i t u ­
tional methods outl ined by Thompson, bu t  aga ins t  the  gra in  
of capita l  accumulation and in sp i te  of u n d e rb id d in g  on the  
labor market by the  unskil led and of determined re s i s ta n c e  on 
the  p a r t  of employers ,  could have maintained a technologically 
obsole te  position in the  long r u n .  (14) And in point of fac t ,  
the  end of the  e igh teen th  and the  beg inn ing  of the  n ine teen th  
c e n tu r y  a p p e a r  to have been ch a rac te r ized  by more accre t ions  
to than  deduct ions  from the  skil led t r a d e s .  (15) In th o se  in ­
s t a n c e s ,  in which t r a d e  unions of the skilled engaged  in isolated 
sect ional  s t ru g g le s  for  the  p re se rv a t io n  of technologically s u p e r ­
fluous occupational  ro les ,  they  were genera l ly  d e fea ted .  (16) 
Bourgeois and socialist a t t a c k s  on t r a d e  unions over lapped  
prec ise ly  in such cases  of ’’a r i s to c ra t ic  t y r a n n y ” , which collided 
with the r ig h t s  of p ro p e r ty  on the  one hand and working class  
so l idar i ty  on the  o th e r .

Thompson’s analys is  of poten tia l  class collaboration was based 
on a conception of the  labor a r i s to c ra cy  as a combative and 
essen t ia l ly  r e t ro g re s s iv e ly  d i s ru p t iv e  force within capita l is t  
soc ie ty .  As su c h ,  it in c u r re d  the  host i l i ty  of the  bourgeois ie  
and of the  o th e r  s t r a t a  of the  p ro le ta r ia t .  Thus  all iances between 
any two of these  th re e  g ro u p in g s  would, in accordance  with the 
logic of Thompson's  a rg u m en t ,  have been tactical  ones with the  
’’enemy’s enemy” r a t h e r  than ones founded  on posi t ive common 
in t e r e s t s .  Given his timebound misconception of the  un i l inear i ty
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of capi ta l is t  industr ia l iza t ion  and his exclusive concen tra t ion  on 
a ce r ta in  ty p e  of waning labor a r i s to c ra c y ,  Thompson could 
es tabl ish  no basis  for  collaboration between such a working 
class s t ra tum  and the  in d u s t r ia l  bourgeois ie .  It i s ,  n e v e r th e ­
less ,  worth re f lec t ing  on the  fac to rs  tha t  p rec luded  such co­
operat ion  .

During the  1820s and 1830s t r a d e  unions were not t re a ted  
by the  bourgeoisie  as possible in s t ru m e n ts  for  the  in t roduc t ion  
of notions of class conciliation into the  minds of the  p ro le ta r ia t ;  
i n s te a d ,  th ey  were fought  and smashed ,  th e i r  members jailed, 
t r a n s p o r t e d  and ex ecu te d .  (17) Although labor a r i s to c ra t s  
may have been r e g a rd e d  as d is t inc t  from o th e r  working class 
s t r a t a ,  they  were not yet welcomed as re spec tab le  labor b u s i ­
nessmen,  committed to p r iv a te  p r o p e r ty  and the  f ree  market .  
P re fe rab le  p e rh a p s  to ce r ta in  v io lence-prone  g ro u p s  th a t  were 
u nd e rg o in g  rapid  de -sk i l l ing  and d e te r io ra t in g  condit ions ,  they  
were none the less perce ived  as a t tem pting  to exerc ise  a more 
systematic  and insidious control  by in te r f e r in g  with d a y - to -d a y  
opera t ions  of p r iv a te  p ro f i t -m aking  product ion  facil i ties .  Trade 
unions sti ll  cons t i tu ted  an alien force .

The r a t h e r  solid f ron t  which the  working class  maintained 
d u r in g  the  s t ru g g le  for  un ive rsa l  male su f f ra g e  left litt le room 
fo r  a policy des igned  to divide th a t  class by c o n fe r r in g  the  
r ig h t  to vote on a p a r t  of i t .  Once it had secu re d  Parl iamentary  
reform fo r  i ts  own benef i t ,  the  bourgeois ie  no longer  found it 
n e cessa ry  to compensate an y  of i ts  ers twhile  working class 
political al lies.  (18)

Although the  middle c lasses  do not a p p e a r  to have at tempted 
to play var ious  s t r a t a  of the  working class off aga ins t  one 
a n o th e r  d u r in g  th is  pe r iod ,  some an t i -w ork ing  class a u th o rs  
and social is ts  believed th a t  labor  a r i s to c ra t s  were being re c ru i te d  
fo r  special  p u r p o s e s .  One of the  most notable of these  contem­
p o ra ry  sources  was the  anonymous pamphlet  en t i t led ,  On 
Combinations of T r a d e s . Using as his point of d e p a r tu r e  the  
claim th a t  " the  i n t e r e s t s  of low and h ig h -p r ice d  labour  . . .  a re  
f a r  more confl ict ing than  those  which divide the  classes  living 
in the  enjoyment of var ious  d e g ree s  of comfort ,"  (19) the  
a u th o r  a s s e r t e d  tha t  " the  s ingle benefi t  of upholding a class of 
h igh ly-pa id  a r t iz an s  . . .  ou tweighs all" "ser ious  evils r e su l t in g  
from t r a d e s '  un ions .  . . . "

In e v e ry  civilized socie ty . . .  the  importance of th is  class of 
men has been recogn ised .  Whilst compulsory labour  ex is te d ,  
they  in te rp o sed  between the  pa tr ic ians  and the  s laves ,  bu t  
in f r ee  co un t r ie s  th ey  a re  called upon to d i sch a rg e  h ig h e r  
d u t ie s .  In forming the  connec t ing  link between wealth and 
p o v e r ty ,  th ey  s e r v e  to st imulate the  l a t t e r ,  and indeed
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th e i r  ex is tence  f u r n i s h e s  almost the  only motive to exer t ion  
to the  English working c la sses .  (20)

In embryonic form the  a sp ec ts  al luded to by  the  anonymous 
a u th o r  r e p re s e n te d  a component of the  a t t r i b u t e s  of the  c la s ­
sical labor  a r i s to c ra c y ;  yet  th is  p a r t i c u la r  ty p e  of labor a r i s to ­
c racy  was pecul iar  to a period in which the  working class  and 
i ts  sales o rg a n s ,  the  t r a d e  un ions ,  had not ye t  been firmly 
ins t i tu t ional ized  as re spons ib le  economic a g e n t s .  At th is  point  
the  labor a r i s to c racy  st il l  symbolized an ideological in te rmedia te  
s ta t ion  on the  road out  of wage labor  into economic " in d ep e n ­
d e n c e , "  whereas  in s u b s e q u e n t  y e a r s  the  social advancem ent  
of th is  s t ra tu m  qua s t ra tu m  of and in the working class  became 
a sub jec t ive  motivating f ac to r .  (21) The funct ion  asc r ibed  to 
the  labor a r i s to c racy  d u r in g  the  p r e - C h a r t i s t  period was not 
so much one of hav ing  d ivided the  loyalt ies of the  working 
class  as  having  c rea te d  an escape mechanism. In the  e v e n t ,  the  
a u th o r  of On Combinations of T ra d es  was d isappoin ted  by  the  
efficacy of the  mechanism which he p ra i se d ;  fo r  a l though  he 
deemed it more ra t ional  fo r  the skil led to seek al l iances with 
the  c lasses  above them—with whom th ey  did not compete— , 
they  p e r s i s t ed  in a t tem pting  to join forces  with the  v e ry  s t r a t a  
benea th  them tha t  were capable  of u n d e rb id d in g  them when 
t r a d e s  were open .  (22)

Socialist o rg a n s  also recognized the  possibi l i ty  th a t  skil led 
w orkers  might ally themselves with the  bourgeo is ie .  A p a r t i c u ­
lar ly s t r ik in g  example o c cu r red  in the  bu i ld ing  t r a d e s  in which, 
how ever ,  the  s i tuat ion was complicated by  a s t r u g g le  between 
la rge  and small cap i ta ls .  The P io n e e r , the  t r a d e  unionis t  o rgan  
of t h e  Builders '  Union, warned editoria l ly  th a t  "many of the  
skil lful  and more in te l l igent  workmen have fo rsaken  th e i r  o r d e r ,  
and  p e r s e v e re d  in ga in ing a footing among the middle c la s ­
s e s . "  (23) The socialis t Poor Man's Guardian devoted  sev era l  
a r t ic le s  to r e fu t in g  the  notion th a t  bu i ld ing  opera t ives  were 
b e t t e r  adv ised  to work fo r  small maste rs  than  fo r  the  then  
b u rg e o n in g  class of l a rg e r  genera l  c o n t r a c to r s .  It en deavored  
to d e s t ro y  the  myths s u r r o u n d in g  the  re la t ions  between small 
m as te rs  and workmen (24) by  claiming th a t  small m aste rs  all 
wanted  to become la rge  cap i ta l i s t s ;  s ince th e i r  small capitals  
placed them in an in fe r io r  competit ive posit ion ,  th ey  wanted 
to "excite  a h a t red  of the  la rge  cap i ta l i s ts"  in o r d e r  to mono­
polize the  labor fo rce .  The ex is tence  of such a co nsp i racy  
seemed dem onstra ted  to the  journal  by a remark of a maste r  
p lum ber  to the  effect  tha t  he hoped th a t  the  ope ra t iv e s  would 
r a t h e r  work at fo u r  shi l l ings a day fo r  the  small m as te rs  than  
at s ix  sh i l l ings fo r  the  "g o rm a n d ise r s . "  (25) A week ea r l ie r  
the  jou rna l  had o b se rv e d  th a t  one of the  a d v a n ta g es  of be ing
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employed by la rge  c o n t r a c to r s  was tha t  th e re  were fewer of 
them. (26)

Behind the  facade of malicious rejoicing at the  p ro spec t ive  
demise of p e t ty -b o u rg e o i s  elements (27) lu rke d  an a p p a re n t  
f e a r  tha t  re la t ively  well-s i tuated  a r t i s a n s  might seek limited 
political reforms to g e th e r  with th e i r  employers .  (28) To the  
e x te n t  th a t  ea r ly  English labor a r i s to c ra t ic  a r t i s a n s  gave 
ev idence  of h a rb o r in g  class collaborationist  t e n d en c ie s ,  th ese  
have been t raced  back to the  fact  tha t  the comparat ively slow 
tempo of the  in d u s t r i a l  revolut ion in England allowed craf tsm en  
and th e i r  small employers to r e s i s t  the  e n t r y  of la rge -sca le  
i n d u s t r y  more su c cess fu l ly .  (29)

F u r t h e r  s u p p o r t  for  this  position was prov ided  by  a con­
tem porary  account  of the socially s tabi l iz ing  influence of the  
political unions as a consequence  of th e i r  members1 having  been 
’’drawn from the  class  of re spec ta b le  t rad esm en ,  and of the  
mechanics and a r t iz an s  in populous c i t i e s” ; for

s u re ly ,  no one will have the  hardihood to a s s e r t  tha t  such 
men can have the  remotest  in t e r e s t  in h u r r y in g  th e i r  c o u n t ry  
into  the  v o r tex  of revolu t ion .  Has the  t r a d e r  any  motive 
fo r  b r in g in g  on a s ta te  of th in g s  which all dep r iv e  him of 
his all . . . ?  Has the  mechanic who e a rn s  his 25s. 30s. or 
35s. a week, any  i n t e r e s t  in inflaming the  pass ions  of a n g ry  
and ig n o ran t  men, who will b u r n  the  manufac tory  to which 
he ca r r i e s  his l abou r ;  o r  ru in  the  m anu fac tu re r  from whom 
he received his wages? Yet these  a re  the  men who have 
uni ted  to g e th e r ,  in the  hope of c a r ry in g  such measures  as 
will enable them to p a r t ic ipa te  more la rge ly  in the  rich 
re s o u rc e s  which the  skill of th e i r  hands  has r a i sed .  . . .  (30)

Contemporar ies  began to comment upon still  an o th e r  a sp ec t  of 
the  labor a r i s to c ra c y  d u r in g  th is  p e r io d —the  re la t ions  of the 
skilled to ( th e i r )  l ab o re rs  in the  same t r a d e s .  Alexander Somer­
ville recoun ted  t h a t ,  ’’The masons were in to lerable  t y r a n t s  to 
th e i r  l a b o u r e r s . ” After  hav ing  witnessed a mason s t r i k e  a 
l ab o re r  g r a tu i to u s ly —ironical ly enough a f t e r  a g ro up  of masons 
had been declaiming ag a ins t  t y r a n n y  and a r i s to c ra c y —Somer­
ville, who objected to the  physica l  and moral ab u se  infl icted 
on the  l a b o re r s ,  was told th a t  ’’the p r iv i leges  of masons were 
not to be ques t ioned  by l a b o u r e r s . ” (31) T here  is also some 
ev idence t h a t ,  in sp i te  of the  ab sence  of systems of co -exp lo i ­
tat ion of lab o re rs  by skilled t r a d e  unionis ts  in the  bui ld ing 
t r a d e s ,  the  l a t t e r  were able to enforce  th e i r  high wages in p a r t  
because  c o n t r a c to r s  managed to maintain th e i r  p ro f i t s  by 
lowering the  wages of the  unsk i l led .  (32)
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Although employers tended  to r e g a r d  themselves as the  chief 
victims of the " ty ra n n y "  of t r a d e  unionism, (33) o th e r s  p r e f e r ­
red  to emphasize the de tr imenta l  ef fec ts  on working class  
g ro u p s .  Archibald Alison, sh e r i f f  of L an arksh ire  d u r in g  the  
e v e n t s  s u r r o u n d in g  the  co nsp i racy  t r ia l  of the  Glasgow cotton 
s p in n e rs  in 1837-1838, p rov ided  a p a r t icu la r ly  vivid account  
of a t r a d e  un ion-enfo rced  dual  labor m arket .  According to his 
tes t imony before  a Par l iamentary  committee, membership in 
e v e ry  t r a d e  was re s t r i c t e d  to close re la t ives  so tha t  o th e r s  
were d r iven  into t r a d e s  in which no combinations o r  p ro h ib i ­
t ions were possible;  th e re  they  were employed as day l a b o re r s ,  
m asons’ l a b o r e r s ,  p o r te r s  and hand-loom w eave rs .  "The tendency  
in p rac t ice  clearly is to es tab l ish  a monopoly of skilled aga ins t  
the  e f fo r t s  of unskil led i n d u s t r y ,  and to fence in the  monopoly 
of skilled labour  by a power of intimidation to which the  work­
ing c lasses  find it impossible to make any r e s i s t a n c e . "  (34)
After  having  affirmed tha t  t r a d e  unionism re p re s e n te d  "a 
complete system of c a s t e s , "  Alison became involved in the  fol­
lowing exchan ge  with M.P. O’Connell:

Thus  making a species  of a r i s to c ra t ic  class amongst the 
labou r ing  popula t ion?—Exactly;  I have long been convinced 
th a t  the  system is jus t  a system of the a r i s to c ra cy  of 
skilled labour  aga ins t  the  genera l  mass of unskil led labour  
. . . ;  for  the real  s u f f e r e r s  a re  not the masters  so much 
as  the o th e r  workmen who a re  exc luded .  (35)

Contemporar ies  also commented on labor a r i s to c ra t ic  re la t ions  
in such t rad i t iona l  t r a d e s  as ca r r iag e  making (36) and p r i n t ­
ing .  (37)

O ther  contemporar ies  doub ted  w he the r  labor a r i s to c ra t s  
could in fact  p re s e r v e  th e i r  pr iv i leged posit ions by means of 
s t r i k e s .  Thus  a commission s tu d y in g  the  "Sta te  of Protection 
of Manufacturing  I n d u s t r y "  in connection with the  es tab l ishment  
of a c o n s tab u la ry  ques t ioned  " the  so u n d n ess  of an opinion 
tha t  has been e x p re s s e d  tha t  s t r ik e s  a re  of serv ice  in s u s t a in ­
ing skilled la b o u re r s ,  or  an ’a r i s to c r a c y ’ of skilled l a b o u r e r s . "
It was the  commissioners’ view tha t  those workers  had the  most 
to gain from s t r ik e s  who were able to block, by v i r tu e  of th e i r  
in d u s t r ia l  posi t ion,  a g r e a t e r  number  of w o rk e rs ,  some of whom 
might have been more skilled than  the  s t r i k e r s .  (38) The com­
mission believed tha t  such s t r ik e s  would ultimately lead to the  
in t roduc t ion  of laborsav ing  machinery .  (39)
The forego ing  s u rv e y  has avoided the  issue  of developing 
qu a n t i ta t iv e  c r i te r ia  fo r  demarcat ing  a labor a r i s to c ra c y .  Yet 
the economic d is tance  between labor a r i s to c ra t s  and the  r e s t
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of the  working class must have been l a rg e r  and growing more 
rap id ly  d u r in g  a period which even " re v is io n is t” social and 
economic h is to r ians  acknowledge to have been one of inc reas in g  
immiseration for  s ignif icant  sec to rs  of the  p ro le ta r ia t  than  d u r ­
ing  the  second half of the  n ine teen th  c e n tu r y .  (40) Considerable  
social d is tance  also obtained between labor  a r i s to c ra t s  and o th e r  
p ro le ta r ian  s t r a t a ;  a r t i s a n s  often viewed the  unskil led sec to rs  
of the  manual working class  with contempt .  (41) In these  
re s p e c t s  working class  so l idar i ty  was st ill  su b o rd in a te  to i n t r a ­
class  d iv is ions .  The v e ry  fa c t ,  fo r  example, tha t  Luddite  c r o p ­
p e rs  in d i rec t  confl ict  with machinery ,  on the  one h a n d ,  (42) 
and London a r t i s a n s  p ro d u c in g  l u x u r y  commodities by  means of 
ce n tu r ie s -o ld  t e c h n iq u es ,  on the  o th e r ,  belonged to such 
d i s p a ra te  s p h e re s  of societal  life meant tha t  long- te rm  political 
and  economic cooperat ion between them was by no means se lf -  
e x p la n a to ry .  The emergence r a t h e r  than  the  ab sence  of such 
a coalition im pressed  con tem pora r ies .  This cleavage within the  
working class  was c rea ted  by the  uneven q u an t i ta t iv e  and 
qua l i ta t ive  development of capital  accumulation in var ious  
b ra n c h e s  and  re g ions ;  the  t rans i t ion  from p re - i n d u s t r i a l  forms 
of labor  to in d u s t r i a l  capita l is t  forms left a un ique  imprint  
on each t r a d e  and  occupa tion .  In the  con tex t  of th is  fu n dam en­
tal  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  of Bri t ish soc ie ty ,  policies implemented by 
the  ru l ing  c lasses  made a decidedly  su b s id ia ry  con tr ibu t ion  
to f u r t h e r  d i f feren t ia t ion  within the  working c lass .  (43)

While l iving u n d e r —and n e i th e r  fo rg e t t in g  nor allowing 
o th e r s  to fo rg e t  t h e —qui te  d i f fe ren t  condit ions from those  of 
th e i r  " c la s s m a te s ,” (44) labor a r i s to c ra t s  do not ap p ea r  to have 
opposed the  l a t t e r Ts i n t e r e s t s  in so fa r  as th ey  were d i rec ted  
toward the  reco n s t ru c t io n  of soc ie ty .  Despite f r e q u e n t ly  con­
f l ict ing claims at  the  points  of p ro d u c t io n ,  employment and 
income d i s t r i b u t io n —claims which labor a r i s to c ra t s  did not 
sc ru p le  at  a s s e r t in g  re g a r d le s s  of th e  possible  co nsequences  
fo r  the  unsk i l led— , the  labor  a r i s to c ra cy  often assumed a role 
of leade rsh ip  in the  formation of radical  and socialist move­
ments .  (45) Autonomy r a t h e r  than  opposit ion ch arac te r iz ed  i ts  
re la t ionsh ip  to the  working class at  la rge .

Such were the  possibil i t ies  in a period when craftsmen 
could st ill  dream of product ion  coopera t ives  and when a r t i s a n s  
who des i red  to become in d e p e n d e n t ,  self-employed masters  
could st il l  be in te g ra te d  into the  same movement with fa c to ry  
ope ra t iv e s  who sough t  to sh a re  in common the  newly emergent  
mass means of social p ro d u c t io n .  (46) As long as both move­
ments were guided by an t i -cap i ta l i s t  a t t i t u d e s ,  the  former 
could be shielded from the socio-economic an tagonisms tha t  
were beg inn ing  to f i s su re  the  working c lass .  (47)
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