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Article 3

Comment by the Editor
UNIVERSITY PRESIDENTS IN CENSUS

F ourteen men have occupied the position of
president of the S tate U niversity of Iowa during
the seventy-nine years of its active existence.
T h e average tenure, therefore, has been approxi
mately five and a half years, but none of the presi
dents has served that length of time. T h e average
of the first seven w as three and a third years and
the last seven averaged eight years, which is as
insignificant in specific instances as it is interest
ing in general. O n four occasions the president
has been appointed in an "actin g ” capacity. A
statistician might find com fort if not a conclusion
in the antithetical inform ation that the actual a d 
m inistration of the first president w as limited to
three brief summer visits, w hereas the incumbency
of the last is the longest of all.
W ith o u t exception the presidents of the U n i
versity have been well educated — scholarly in
tem peram ent and training. T h e object and trad i
tion of learning has alw ays been exemplified in
the chief executive of the institution. F our w ere
clergymen and tw o w ere law yers. All but one
have been experienced teachers. Indeed, the first
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ten gave instruction during their presidential ten
ure. O n ly five w ere previously engaged in col
lege adm inistration.
In term s of geographical source, to continue in
the m anner of a census report, five of the presi
dents have been alien to Iowa. T w o w ere from
N ew Y ork, one from P ennsylvania, one from
Illinois, and one from N ebraska. T h eir combined
tenure spanned half the life of the U niversity.
Five, w ho served tw enty-nine years, have been
selected from the U niversity faculty. O f the re 
m aining four, tw o w ere Iow a clergym en, one a
trustee of the U niversity, and the other an alum 
nus.
O n ly one president has died in office. A nother
retired a t the age of sixty-eight as president
em eritus. T h e youngest to be entrusted w ith the
position w as th irty -th ree and the oldest sixty-six,
and the av erage age of forty-seven is tw o years
less than the median.
W h e th e r it has been due to age, fashion, ch ar
acter, occupation, or some personal handicap, the
fact is inescapable — eleven of the U niversity
presidents have concealed the basic features of
their physiognom y beneath beards or m ustaches.
J. E. B.

