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ANNALS OF IOWA
EDITORIAL

DEPARTMENT

WHERE IS THE RIVER JEFFREON?
Students of Indian boundary lines in the Mississippi Valley liavc some difficulty in locating the "river Jeffreon"
mentioned in Article 2 of the treaty at St. Louis, November
3, 1804, as follows:
The general boundary line between the lands of the United States
and of the said Indian tribes shall be as follows, to wit: Beginning at a point on the Missouri river opposite to the mouth of the
Gasconade river; thence in a direct course so as to strike the river
Jeffreon at the distance of thirty miles from its mouth, and down
the said Jeffreon to the Mississippi, thence up the Mississippi to
the mouth oC the Ouisconsing river and up the same to a point which
shall be thirty-six miles in a direct line from the mouth of the said
river, thence by a direct line to the point where the Fox river (a
branch of the Illinois) leaves the smail lake called Sakaegan, thence
down the Fox river to the Illinois river, and down the same to the
Mississippi. And the said tribes, for and in consideration of tlie
friendship and protection of the United States which is now extended to them, of the goods (to the value of two thousand two hundred and thirty-four dollars and fifty cents) which are now delivered, and of the annuity hereinafter stipulated to be paid, do hereby
cede and relinquish forever to the United States, all the lands included within the above-described boundary.^
We present herewith a map showing "An island called the
Jefreon" at the mouth of the river, and the line from opposite the month of the Gasconade to the point thirty miles
from the mouth of the river as designated in the treaty.
Incidentally, the west line of the Black Hawk Pnrchase
treaty of September 21, 1832, is here indicated in a projection to the Missouri river, and identified as the western
boundary of the Sac and Fox claims.
"PRIVATE ARCHIVES."
Public events are illuminated from private as well as from
public sources. Our pub;lic archives contain most of the official
'Kappler's Inâtan Affairs, Laws and Treaties, v. IT, p. 74.
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correspondence of leaders while temporarily in office. To
lead is itself ot'ten as important a public service as to discharge official duty, though the records of public leadership
are usually very meager.
On this theory the Historical Department of Iowa holds
itself obligated to discover, preserve, and reserve from immediate use the personal letters of public men. On another page
we present two personal letters to Governor Kirkwood which
bear upon his first nomination for Governor and the single
term of service of Governor Ralph P. Lowe. The complete
history of thia and of other interesting chapters of Iowa history of tbe period of the Civil war and earlier, exists nowhere
except in "private archives," of which we are rapidly augmenting our coUeetipns.

GEN. J. 0. LAUMAN CODLECTION.
The Historical Department of Iowa has recently received
a collection of military materials accumulated by the late
Gen. Jacob Gartner Lanman, presented by bis sons, Col.
George Viele Lauman and Charles Newcomb Lauman. This
collection illustrates events in the life of General Lauman and
his activities as. an offieer during the Civil "War. A list of the
collection and a copy of the military escutcheon of General
Lauman as given by his son are herewith appended :
GEN. J. G. LAUMAN COLLECTION.
Presented by Coi. George Viele Lauman and
Charles Newcomb Lauman.
Army camp ontflt advertisement, illustrating fteid desk, mess chest,
cooking outiit, etc.
Antograph congratulatory orders—U. S. Grant to Colonel Lauman
and Seventh Iowa Infantry for action at Belmont. Dated Cairo,
November 11, 1S61.
Autograph Letter—From Adj. Gen. N. B. Baker, thanking General
Lauman for relics for Iowa State Historical Society. Dated February 20, 1862.
Barrack Plans—Drawn by soidier, S. F. Warner, Lieutenant Co. K.
Seventh Iowa Infantry.
Belt—Full dress, red Russia leather, gilt bands.

