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SUS
PRINT PICTURES

AP IF INS LOCAL
WIRE
SUMMARY

AF
WIRBPHOTO

STAFF PE) TO 
OR ILLUSTRATION

July 4 7-3/4it 5 Ô« 0 I t n i« ?n 6 4 T l f 1 —ß — <1
----gg 37tt 9 27« 10 loitt 11 S-o/4« 12n 13tt 14tt 15 ô

Total 89| Sli 29 7-3/* 98| 37

In a time sequence of nine days (the number of days the SUN 

carried the saucer stories), the SUN allocated a grand total of 294 
columnar inches to covering the story of the "flying saucers," in both 
print and pictures. Of this total it is significant to note that approxi
mately half - 136 columnar inches - was appropriated for picture presen

tation while about 169 inches aas written story material.
Also it is apparent in this first table that if any one wire 

service could have been accused of promoting the saucer stories more than 

another it was the Associated Press. The SUN’S total of 89|- inches given 
to AP stories is nearly three times greater than IS* with 3lj* inches. 
Combined with its total of 98^ inches of photo space, the Associated Press 
services provided the lion’s share of the SUN’S print and picture copy in 
covering the saucer episode. AP’s total coverage in the SUN, both print 

and pictures, totaled 188 inches.
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TRIBUNE
PRINT PICTURES

AP UP INS LOCAL
mm
swmm SPECIAL

AP
WIREPSOTO

SÏÂPP PHOTO OS 
ILLUSTRATION

June 27 U è« 23
July 7 2 9 |
B 8 Í2I' — 15------ 1 44 IS“« 9 4 29jgn 10 ï î f 10i
Total 60¿ 32-5 /4

i
5 ö | 18

Herewith, the Chicago TRIBUNE, largest of Chicago newspapers, 

showed an inclination to he more frugal than the SUN in a«signing space to 
saucer accounts« A total of 168§ columnar inches was used for the stories 

in six days in the TRIBUNE* A comparison of tables between the TRIBUNE and 
SUN points up the following differences * neither paper used an INS story; 
the TRIBUNE did not use a single UP story; the TRIBUNE’S local coverage 

was greater than the SUN’S; it avoided wire summary stories; its pictorial 
display was only one-fifth that of the SUN, using AP wirephoto only* Based 
upon average per day colueanar inches, both papers relied upon AP written 
coverage almost equally. The TRIBUNE, however, relied almost as much upon 
its own special press services*

Again it should be noted the top heavy predominance of the 

Associated Press’ coverage of the "flying saucer" episode*
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DAILY NEWS

PRINT PICTURES

AP UP INS 6LOCAL
W I R E

s u m mARY SPECIAL
A P
WIREPHOTO

STAFF PHOTO OR
ILLUSTRATION

June 27 9 1
July 5 8 $8 T T 4

7 » ---- 6 i8!'.-'. 4Ò|-
8 “12T“" 6
9 1Ö-I

10
11 ~25|

Tota]L 40 72 6 26| 105g 1

Comparatively, there is one very significant difference in the 
DAILY HEWS publication of the saucer episode* The paper printed not one 
lino of copy about the saucers with an AP logotype* And the paper *»# 
listed at the time as subscribing to the AP service* This was an extreme 

reversal from the other two papers studied* The DAILY NEWS* editors appar
ently relied entirely upon their special DAILY HEWS Wire Service and UP 
stories* The paper printed 40 columnar inches of IF stories and 26| inches 
of their own wire servioe materials*

The DAILY HEWS did, however, make considerable use of AP*s wire- 
photo servioe, using 10&lf columnar inches for photographs, more than either 
of the other papers* Out of a prlnt-and-picture total of 251 eolimnfcr 
inches, nearly half of the space was used in pictorially running the saucer 
incident! 146 inches was allocated to print*

6* In the case of the DAILY HEWS local stories were not entirely con
cerned with local sightings and reactions* They were often a featur- 
ised summary of the "flying sauoer*’ stories, or an incident, written 
by a staff member from information taken from its wire services* They 
are included in this category because no wire service credit was given*
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HERALD-AMERICAN

PRINT PICTURES

AP UP INS LOCAL SUMMARY
INS

SOUNDPHOTO

STAFF PHOTO OS 
ILLUSTRATION

June 29 81/2
July 5 271/2
" 6 11 431/2 1 5 7Ïn 7 2 14 4 3 *3 i ï
n a i f 3« 9 ë n rtt 10 53
n 13 2
Total Z7i 123 75 18 17

The one obvious factor in a con^rative study of the KERALD- 
AMERICAN and the preceding papers is the different facilities serving the 
Hearst paper* Specifically, these facilities were International News 

Service and IKS Soundphoto, both exclusive services for all Hearst papers« 
Because IKS is one of the three major news-gathering agencies in operation 
in the United States, it is not Included under special services in this 
work#

The HBRALD-AMERICAN provided space for 260 columnar inches of 
"flying saucer" description, in both pictures and print* The large part 
of this total was written stories gathered by IKS, segue 123 inches. It 

is interesting to note that the paper used 27̂ - inches of AP copyi in fact, 

it would appear that Ap scooped IKS on the first saucer story since the 
HERALD-^AMERICAH printed eight and one-half of AP copy as its first story* 
Moreover, its local coverage was greatest, although some of that copy can 
be attributed to national summary stories with loeal tie-ins*
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TIMES

PRINT PICTURES

AP UP IBS LOCAL
W I R E
SUMMARY SPECIAL

A P
WIREPHOTO

STAFF PHOTO OR
ILLU STH ATIO »

J une 26 7
« 27 6"
J u ly 5 ESF ~ T ~ 1$

6 T T - Y j ï . 8 3 à 4 ” 1Ö
7 U g 2 ^ — 1 2ùi 40
8
11 4
12 3 il

Total 4<è 18 87 8 4 7 « 1 77

The TIMES, the Chicago paper which most sensationally presented 
the sage of the saucers, allocated 332^ columnar inches of space to the 
stories in eight days, the most newspaper attention given the saucers among 

the six papers. In a comparative analysis it can claim two first place 
positions so far as providing news spaces it used considerably more the 
device of the summary story taken from wire service accounts \ and by far 

used more staff photos, cartoons, and artists* drawings than the five other 
papers combined - a total of 77 inches.

Tabloid size, the TIMES, in the incidence of the "flying saucers*** 

conformed to the popular opinion that tabloids favor sensationalism in news 
make-up. The heavy use of pictures points up that fact in this table. It 

should also be noted again the heavy allotment of AP copy and. pictures.
The Journal of Commerce published a total of six columnar inches 

of copy pertaining to the * flying saucers," three Inches on both July 8 
and 9. Both were condensed AP stories, presented in the Journal*a special 

section donated to a general round-up of the day's most important news.
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A preliminary examination of the papers reveals a likelihood 
that Associated Press oop” vas favored more than any other* The table be
low supports this premise« despite the fact that local stories were given 
a total columnar space greater than other copy* This can be attributed 
to the fact that many local stories were composite summary stories, de
scribing national as well as local reaction to the event* Thus much of 
the copy would be rewritten from the wire service stories*

The following table shows totals in columnar-inch print for the 
listed types of storiest

AP UP IKS LOCAL
WIRESUMMARY SPECIAL

Sun 89|- * 4 29 8
Tribune 60a ~ST" S7
Times 46« 18 ~wr~-- “53--- 1---
HeraId-American “W “ nr~
Daily News ........ ts. 6 ..M . .Journal of Commerce
• 230 8̂ 2 123 265 97 90-3/4

The following table is produced to show totals in columnar«*inch 
picture display for the listed serrioest

AP
WIREPHOTO INS

SOUNDPHOTO
STAFF PHOTO OR 
ILLUSTRATION

Daily News ......... 1051/2 1
Sun 98 1/2 3 7
Tribune l8
HeraLd-American 1 8 1 7
Times 77

267 1/2 18 122

It is proven in the above tables that AP copy ms printed most 
in the coverage of the saucer stories* AP printed copy plus columnar
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inches given to AP wirephotos, totaling 467 1/2 inches, outstrips its near
est competitor by nearly 300 inches* Obviously the Associated Press1 
répertoriai and pictorial services predominated in coverage during the 

entire episode*
It is significant to note* however, that local stories reoeived 

more columnar-inch space than Ap stories* The fact is somewhat mislead

ing since such stories were often conglomerate summaries about national, 
regional and local response to the sauoers gleaned from all the wire 
services* Thus, AP copy still maintained an overwhelming lead*

To detemine the rank of the six newspapers as to their rela
tive generosity in allowing columnar-inch space to the sauoer accounts, 
the following table was prepared*

TIMES SUH
HERALD-
AMBRIC&N

DAILY
HEWS YBIBUHE

JCURHAL OP 
COMMERCE

Print 212 159 225 1 4 4 ISOi 6
Pictures ••• 120| 136 35 i o e | 13

Totals ••••• 532j| 295 260 251 168| 6

As shown, the Chicago Times commanded a substantial lead in 

space given to publishing stories about the freak phenomenon, a total of 

332^ columnar inches and 26^ inches more than its closest competitor, the 
Sun* The other five newspapers followed in this order* Sun, 295f Herald- 
American, 260j Daily Hows, 251f Tribune, X68|-, and the Journal of Commerce, 
six*

It is significant here to note the position of the Hernld- 
American, reputedly a perennial and copious chronicler of the bicarré*



118.

Banked behind the Sun, its saucer presentation was quite subdued« The 
Sim and Daily Hews leaned toward featurised stories, while the other 
papers favored straight news stories« The Journal of Commerce's two 

brief stories were printed at the climax of the saucer episode*
An aggregate total of print-end-picture space given to cover

age of the saucer affair by all six papers amounts to 1,306 columnar 
inches« This represents approximately eight and one-fifth pages of news
print the sise of a standard page of newsprint eight columns wide and 
twenty inches in length« A breakdown of the overall figure shows that 

898g- columnar inches was allocated to printed copy and 407$ columnar 
inches to picture presentation* On standard news pages, the printed 
material would occupy 6*162 pages and the pictures 2«56 pages*
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EPILOGUE

The bizarre personality of the '•flying saucers” pre-ordained 
that they should not remain dead* They were left unrevived for approxi
mately six months, except for sporadic mentions, until their re-appearance 
on January 8, 1948* Then they flew again to the bewilderment of several 
areas of Kentucky and adjoining states, and allegedly added tragedy to 

their remarkable career*
On that date a pilot of the Kentucky national guard was killed 

in ehase after what was reported a "flying saucer11 near Franklin, Kentucky* 

The victim. Captain Thomas F* i/antell, Jr*, 25, was killed when his plane 
apparently exploded in the air at an extremely high altitude, according 
to the Associated Press*

It was never absolutely determined what caused Mantell*s plane 
to explode* But calculations connecting the mishap with swift, unidenti
fied objects in the skies were immediately seised upon*

Continued reports in the Louisville, Kentucky, area prompted 
the aerial search which, like similar flights many months before, reportedly 
proved fruitless* Two other members of the national guard, also assigned 
to the flying investigation with Mantell, returned to their Louisville 
base without success*

A "flaming red cone" m s  observed near ihe army air base at 
Wilmington, in southern Ohio* Army spokesmen said they had no infona
tion on the object or its origin* An eyewitness to the saucer flight
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was Colonel Guy F* Hix, commanding officer at God man Field, adjoining 
Ft* Knox, who said he observed the "saucer” in flight for some time. At 
this time, he said, three national guard planes were contacted by radio 
and told to investigate* It was apparently during this assignment that 

M&ntell, pilot of one of the planes, was killed*
On the afternoon of January T, astronomers at Vanderbilt Uni

versity, Nashville, Tennessee, reported they sighted some object in the 
sky which they believed to be a weather balloon* Yet the Nashville 
weather bureau declared it knew of no balloons In that vicinity*

It was a sequel that might have bean anticipated, suggesting 

that the saucers shall fly when and where they please, unidentified•
The mystery was repeated in this latest story in a series of sightings 
similar to those during the peak of the "flying saucer" excitement* No 
doubt the saucers will appear again, and, based upon past notations, 
more probably when strange fliers start sipping through the skies*



121.

APPENDIX*

The following is a supplemental roster of "flying saucer" re
ports by states as compiled from newspapers in the various states« from 
both local and press service stories i

Arkansas! At Little Rock on July 6, a male resident reported that 
he saw a "disc" that "appeared to be about four feet in 

diameter at an altitude of §«000 feet and flying rather
slow#" (Times-Picayune, July 7, 1947« p* l)

■
At Lonoke on July 6« a suburban man said he saw a "flying 
missile" that "looked like a kite to me###It looked to be 
about as big as ay hat." (Times-Picayune, July 7, 1947« p. 1)

Near Fayetteville about dusk on July 7« a rancher who was 
driving a herd of cattle said they became scared and scat

tered when an object appeared which he described as 
"’yellow, about the size of a pancake, and whirling 

around.*" He said it was "’flying at about 500 to 1,000 
feet..#and dropped sparks which were like dust#’" (Kansas 

City Times, July 8, 1947, p# 1)

♦This is not an attempt at compilation, rather it is representation, 
signifying the type and tone of the reports# A compilation would 
mount into thousands of sightings. This appendix includes what the 
author considered the more interesting ones#
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California t At Los Angeles on June 27, Pilot Dan J• Whelan and his com- 
panion-passenger, Duncan Underhill, said they were "soared 
silly" by what they thought was a "flying saucer" about 
twenty-five miles south of Los Angeles• "It was at 7,000 
feet •♦.traveling at an estimated 450 to 500 miles an hour.
It was not spinning, but looked exactly like a skeet (a 

disc used on the shooting range)...it was 40 to 50 feet 
in diameter." (Portland Oregonian, July 6, 1947, p. 24)

At San Jose on June 28, Sgt. Charles E. Sigala of the Ara^ 

Air Foroes and three others saw a "silvery, flying disc 
over his home at near-by Mountain View. He estimated the 
object was as big as an automobile." (Portland Oregonian, 

July 6, 1947, p. 24)

At Moa&ewey on July 4, an unnamed woman reported she saw 

"flying rauoers" the week before that "»were quite rounded, 
but not circular, with a red glow on the edge.*" (Washington 
Post, July 4, 1947, p. 1)

At Glendale on July 6, an unnamed salesman said he saw four 
saucers "changing shape as they flew" over the oity.

(Los Angeles Times, July 6, 1947, p. 1)

At Alturas on July 5, District Attorney Charles Lederer 
and Dale Williams, secretary of the Alturas Chamber of 

Commerce, said they sighted seven "discs" while driving
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through the Warner mountain« near the Oregon border» They 
estimated the "discs" were 2,000 feet in the air and travel
ing at tremendous speed. (Portland Oregonian» July 6, 1947, 
p»24)

At San Diego on July 5, Chief Petty Officers Robert L»
Jackson and William Baker, saw three '’discs” travling about 

400 miles an hour, coming in from the west, circling and 
heading back to sea» (Portland Oregonian, July 6, 1947, p» 24)

At North Hollywood on July 10, Russell Long, construction 
engineer, found a “twenty-five inch metal disk with radio 
tubes flashing and smoking in his flower garden»* Battalion 
Chief Wallace E. Newoorabe of the Los Angeles fire department 
said it looked like someone had gone to a "great deal of 
trouble for a joke»" (Los Angeles Times, July 10, 1947, p» 1)

Canada i At Ottawa, Ontario, on July 9, something that "looked like
a white-hat stovepipe flashed wickedly over the heads of 
three men in a boat»* (Time Magasine, July 14, 1947, p • 18)

Colorado! At Denver on July 3, two men (unidentified) caught a brief

glimpse of "bright objects* at about 5,000 feet that "looked 

like coffee can tops»" (Washington Post, July 4, 1947, p» 1)

At Denver on July 7, Mrs. Terry Cagley, a Belgium war bride, 
revealed that she saw "them" in Belgium last February. She



124.

reported a rnaiber of them appeared over Belgium and that 
their identity still «a* oonoealed in mystery* (Dearer 
Post, July 1, 1947, p, 24)

At Lowry A m y  Airfield near Denver on July 7, three 
soldier# saw a "flying disk" about 7*45 A.M* The observ
er# were Technical Sergeants John Todd and Richard S* 
talker, and Corporal Berende Sanches, all three attached 
to a military police squadron. T/Sgt* 1mIker reported* 

"♦At first it looked like sunlight reflected from an air
plane •• «It appeared to be traveling at about the cruising 
speed of an AT-6 (120 to 130 miles an hour)•••It was just 
a bright spot and seemed about the sise of a dishpan. It 

made no noise* It circled to the south, back to the north 
and then went out of sight toimrd the east/1 T/Sgt. Todd 
agreed with the interpretation and addedt "’Although I 
have never seen anything like it, I believe beeause of the 
way it looked and the fact that it made no sound that it 
was a reflection from something on the ground - something 
like the windshield of an automobile•*" (Denver Post,
July 7, 1947, p* 24)

Also at Denver on July 7, George Kuger, 21, said he ob
served a "disk" accompanied "by what sounded like thunder 
in the distance*" (Denver Post, July 7, 1947, p* 24)
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At Grand Junction on July 5, H, E. Soule of Appleton re
ported he saw a "disc" which narrowly missed his house 
had a northwest to southeast trajectory# "The disc ap
peared about two feet in diameter, traveled at amazing 
speed and had no motor sound or -vapor trail#" (Portland 
Oregonian, July 5, 1947, p# 24)

At Colorado Springs on July 9, three members of a hunting 
expedition returned to Colorado Springs and reported they 
saw scores of "disks** crash to the ground near Wild Horse 
park, 60 miles to the South# They found only flat plates 
of burned-out matter »¿here the objects fell# They also 
described the objects as "golden-brown in color, ranging 
in size from a saucer to a soup plate#" (Denver Post,

July 9, 1947, p# 52)

District of
Columbiat At Washington, D# C#, on July 8, an knny Air Corps student 

pilot sighted a "sauoer" traveling at "well over 1,000 
miles an hour at an altitude between 1200 and 1500 feet#
It looked like an orange lamp bulb without the socket•" 
(Washington Post, July 7, 1947, p# 2)

Florida* At Miami on July 7, a fisherman said he sighted "several 
round silver objects, ten or fifteen feet in diameter, 
flying at about 6,000 feet#" (Times-Picayune, July 7, 1947, 

p. 1)
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At Clear*»tar on July 8, an unnamed woman saw "things" 
that resembled "pie pans." (Portland Oregonian, July 8, 

1947, p. 1)

V

Georgia i At Augusta on July 6, Dr. Golden R. Battey said he spotted
the "discs” six weeks before their northwest announcement.

/

They circled over him in the middle of the day while he 
was fishing in St. Helena sound near Beaufort, South 
Carolina. They were "silver,” traveling at a high rate

'

of speed at 20,000 feet. (Portland Oregonian, July 6, 1947, 

p. 24, and vashlngton Post, July 5, 1947, p. 10B)

Idaho i It was gone In the time it took him to turn hie head, but
John C. Corlett, Idaho manager for the United Press at 
Boise, saw a "tiny disc soud across the sky at terrific 
speed" on July 5. (Portland Oregonian, July 5, 1947, p. 22)

At Idaho Springs on July 7, a married couple saw "saucers" 
accompanied by "thunder." (The Denver Post, July 7, attri
buted this incident to eleven-year-old Pat Price of Idaho 

Springe.) (Portland Oregonian, July 5, 1947, p. 22)

Illinoist Hear Decatur the night of July 3, Claude Price, superin

tendent of concessions at the Illinois State Pair, reported 
cars parked all along route 36 outside Decatur "to watch 
discs" that looked about as "big as airplanes." (Chicago 
Times, July 5, 1947, p. 2, and St. Louis Post-Dispatch,
July 6, 1947, p. 1)
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Hoar Rockford on July 7, Farmer Wilbur Lucky said ho saw 
a "saucer” that looked nall the world" like a ’’large elec
tric clock." (St. Louis Post-Dispatch, July 8, 1947, p. 6, 
and Chicago Daily Mews, July 7, 1947, p. 3)

At Glasgow on July 8, a restaurant owner, "with the aid of 
a telescopesaw a oonoially-shaped, highly-polished object 

with a round base about 25 or 30 feet in diameter. He said 
it oscillated slowly.• .then moved at 300 miles per hour." 
(St. Louis Post-Dispatch, July 8, 1947, p. 5, and Chicago 
Dally Mews, July 7, 1947, p. 3)

At Joliet on July 8, an unidentified railroad man reported 
objects in the sky on June 26. He said he saw "%iine in for
mation.. .They were flat, circular objects, like dishes... 
going faster than ary plane I ever saw...very high...weaving 
slightly in flight, and occasionally reflected sunlight.

They seemed to be being towed, but I oouldn*t see anything 
ahead.*" (Chicago Tribune, July 8, 1947, p. 3)

At Faywood on July 8, another delayed report from an un

named woman who declared she saw the "objects” the night 
of June 18. They were objects that ”’seemed to be several 

moons moving through the sky.*" (Chicago Tribune, July 8, 
1947, p. 3)
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At Chicago on July 8, eight unnamed citizens gave the 
following descriptions of the "flying saucers”i "’two 
oval objects, emitting brilliant light and moving at

10,000 to 20,000 feet*" by two people* "*a silvery, egg- 
shaped disk that sped across the sky and vanished within 
five s e c o n d s w a s  seen by three people* a married 
couple sighted a "disk" that was "oval with a jelly fish- 
like tail attached"* and a real estate salesman viewed 
”*a dark dish that danced up, down, and sideways at cloud 
level l*” (Chicago Tribune, July 8, 1947, p. 5)

At Chicago on July 9, three more Chicagoans reported sauoers 
over that city* One man saw a "disk" at 600 feet and bounc
ing* another man viewed one at 1,000 feet moving fast, and 
a girl reported she saw "brilliant objects in the sky 
* three or four times as bright as the largest stars • »"
(Chicago Tribune, July 10, 1947, p. 7)

At Chicago on July 10, an Arlington Heights home owner said 
he found a "saucer" on his lawn the previous morning* It 
proved to be a "dud," the work of a prankster* It was identi
fied as a transcription record - "the remains of an acetate 
or vinglite transcription used for broadcasting recorded 
matter*" Various articles used in amateur radio construc
tion were also attached* (Chicago Tribune, July 10, 1947, 

p. T)
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I ova t At Bos Moines on July 8, a woman reported she saw flying
objects at night and called about six others to verify the 
flight* Also, a man, wife, and daughter said they sighted 

a "sauoer" over the Veterans Hospital that afternoon*
(Dee Moines Register, July 9, 1947, p* 1)

At Waterloo between July 5 and 9, six persons reported 
"objects about twelve feet in diameter, traveling at a 
tremendous rate of speed about 25 feet in the air and 
making a swishing sound" as they passed overhead*

(Pes Moines Register, July 9, 1947, p* l)

At Waterloo, on July 5, J* £* Johnston said he saw a saucer 
about the "sise of a dinner plate, and only some 25 feet 
above ground*" (Portland Oregonian, July 7, 1947, p. 24)

At Clinton on July 7, Mrs* Louis B* Seevers, wife of the 
city electrician, reported she saw a "strange object, bright 
and oblong, traveling fast" over the city* (Clinton Herald, 
July 7, 1947, p* 2)

At Cedar Bap ids on July 8, a man reported that on the 
previous June 19 he had seen ten saucers* He estimated 

their sise as three or four times as big as the moon as 
It appears from the earth •••Saucers seemed "to be lighted 
from within which ’gave the entire shape radiance.’"

(Das Moines Register, July 8, 1947, p. 1)
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At Iowa City on July 7, a man reported the discovery of a 

"saucer" on his lawn* It was found to be the work of prank
sters* "Two alus&msa cake pans sealed together at the rims 
with a type of gold solder* Inside was an interesting array 

of electrical apparatus, including a gold-painted radio 

tube, a large cork, wires and miscellaneous gadgets*"
(Iowa City Press-Cltisen, July 7, 1947, p. 1)

At Iowa City on July 7, the news was soon rife that "saucers" 
were floating just beyond the city’s sky boundaries at twi
light* On July 9, a dental and engineering student of the 
State University of Iowa ease forward to admit they had re
leased helium-filled balloons attached to cardboard plates* 

(Des Moines Register, July 9, 1947, p* 1)

Louisiana i At Shreveport on July 6, a truck driver from near-by

Kelthville reported that he saw two objects that "looked 
just like plates you’d eat out of" sailing through the 
skies* (Yimes-Pioayune, July 6, 1947, p* 4)

Also Shreveport on July 6, the night watchman at Centenary 
college said he saw a "saucer" at night* "It couldn’t have 
been an airplane* It was lit up, three or four different 
colors, like a neon sign* I didn’t know what to think*"
(time3-Picayune, July 6, 1947, p* 4)
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At New Orleans on July 7, an eighteen-year-old lad and hie 

companion reported they sighted Msaucer-like" objects over 
Lake Pontchartrain Beach "traveling at a terrific rate of 
speed" that were "visible for forty seconds." (limes- 
Pioayune, July 8, 1947, p. 10)

At Crowley on July 8, there appeared a "disc so fast that 
I didn’t see it, except a kind of white slip-stream, but 

only heard the terrific trail of speed it left," according 
to a male resident. (Times-Picayune, July 9, 1947, p. 2)

Maine» In Augusta on July 6, the Civil Aeronautics Administration
office reported a dozen discs seen over that city by Dan 
Kelly, program director at radio station 'ftRDO. (Portland 

Oregonian, July 6, 1947, p. 24)

Maryland» At Hagerstown on July 7, a 30-year-old married woman, a
sheet-metal worker at the Fairchild Aircraft Corporation, 
saw "five skimming saucers, racing in formation at ’terrific 
speed*« They roared with a sound like a faraway train... 

They were about the size of airplanes...but they were 
definitely not planes." (Baltimore Sun, July 7, 1947, p. 3)

Michigan» At Port Huron on July 5, Mrs. John R. earner, a 34-year-old 
housewife, told International News Service that she and
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several neighbors saw "fast-moving; objects criss-crossing 

across the sky the night of July Fourth* Story discounted 
by near-by Armanda celebration officials who said they had 
focused a powerful searchlight on the cloudsi swirling 
beams of light*•«appeared as saucer-like forms as described 
by Mrs* Earner* (Detroit Free Press, July 5* 1947, p. 5)

At Oshkosh on July 7, a married couple said they saw an 
object "flying very high and fast" that "loomed larger and 
larger until it »appeared as big as the sun.*" (Detroit 
Free Press, July 7, 1947, p* 1)

Minnesota* At Minneapolis on July 7, a housewife saw the "»what-is-its*" 
over her house at about tree-top height that made a noise 

like "♦click-click, phht-phht.♦" (Minneapolis Star, July 7, 
1947, p. 1)

Mississippi* Fifteen miles east of St* Joseph on the night of July 6,
five persons riding in an automobile said they saw a "stray 
disk, traveling solo and going somewhere in a hurry*"
(Kansas City Times, July 7, 1947, p* 1)

Missouri* At St* Louis on July 5, a locomotive engineer and his fire

man, employees of the Terminal Railroad (unnamed), saw a 
"dosen discs fall near the relay station in East St* Louis."
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He reported they "picked up several of them.*»They were 
about 10 inches in diameter with a two-inch hole in the 
center, and about double the thickness of a phonograph 
record* They were white and might have been made of as
bestos, except I was able to ignite one*..*’ (St* Louis 

Post-Dispatch, July 5, 1947, p* 6)

Nebraska: A northern Nebraska farmer on July 9 added a bucolic touch

to the stories when he reported the colorful picture of 

"heavenly bodies like ’flaming straw hats,* that careened 
through the night, sometimes pausing for a rest." (New York 
Times, July 9, 1947, p. l)

At Omaha on July 5, Mrs. Fred C. Nelson reported she saw 

"three (discs) - two round and the other oval-shaped as if 
tilted - in the northern sky" over that city early July 3. 
She said they "glowed like the moon." (Portland Oregonian, 
July 5, 1947, p. 34)

New Jerseyt At Essex Falls, a Denver woman visiting her sister (both
unidentified) reported "‘balls of fire darting silently at 

high speed through 1foe air‘M the afternoon of July Fourth. 
(New York Herald-Tribune, July 5, 1947, p. 2)

New York* At Port Wellington on July 6, John J* Floherty, author of 
juvenile books, reported he saw saucer-like objects from a
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dock several nights before. They appeared through an upper 
aloud layer, almost perfect ovals spinning across the clouds. 
"’But,*" Floherty added, "’it was just the searchlights at 
LaGuardia Field, 12 miles away, playing tricks in the sky.*" 

(Baltimore Sun, duly 7, 1947, p. 1)

Oregont At Astoria on June 30, Jaok Bayes, patient In St. Mary’s
hospital, reported "discs flying southwest at a rapid speed 
and they vanished behind the hills." (Portland Oregonian, 

July 3, 1947, p. 4)

At Portland on July 5, Viva Anderson and Betty MacManneman, 

attorneys, sighted objects that "looked like half-inflated 

footballs and appeared to be f&oeted on top like rought out 
diamonds." (Portland Oregonian, July 6, 1947, p. 24)

Other July 6 reports from Portland-Vancouver area are*
Thomas, Berry, his wife and a friend saw what they 
thought was a star traveling in a northeasterly direc
tion over Trout dale • They examined it through binocu

lars and glimpsed it flashing in the sun. It appeared 
to be V-shaped and was flying level, although dipping 

a bit...

M. A. Beaton, Portland, saw a "disc" going east and 

traveling "faster than an airplane."
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Staff members of International News Service reported 

they saw "discs* from the bureau’s office windows* "’At 

first they appeared to be high flying birds as the 
motion undulated and it appeared some kind of wings 
propelled them*««They banked sharply and without system 
of direction* Two objects were so high that reports of 
their diso*like appearance could not be verified but 
they seemed to move with high speed* They were last 

seen heading south after circling sharply over the west 
side area*’"

A Portlander, Burl Nollsch, corroborated the story of 
£* F* Smith of Eugene, who, three days before, said he 
saw "discs’* dropped out of a plane over that city* 

Nollsch, in Portland, said he observed a plane going 
east in the early afternoon and that he saw "foil and 
aluminum pieces nearby, swirling away on air currents, 
and it appeared they had been thrown from the plane •" 
(Portland Oregonian, July 6, 1947, p* 24)

Pennsylvaniai At Philadelphia on June 27, Dr. M. K. Leisy, a junior in
terne at the Pennsylvania hospital for mental diseases 
and other persons in the western section of Philadelphia, 

reported strange craft in the sky at night. "It was some
thing round with a luminous halo.••It was not shiny itself,
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but dark in color and seemed to be propelled by whirling 
wings »«»and m s  moving at approximately the speed of the 
wind, below the clouds•* (St* Louis Post-Dispatch,
July 5, 1947, p* 1)

At Philadelphia on July 5, Paul Moss, 14, said he saw a 

saucer about forty inches in diameter following a transport 
plane crossing the Delaware river* It m s  "orange in color" 
and at one time outdistanced the plane* (Portland Oregonian, 
July 6, 1947, p* 24)

At Popular Grove on July 7, an unnamed resident sighted 
saucers that looked like "»breakfast plates*'" (Chicago 
Daily News, July 7, 1947, p. 3)

South Carolina t At Charleston on July 7, a staff writer for The Charleston 
News and Courier, and his wife, reported that they watched 
a "circular object traveling eastward at a high altitude*
They watched it for two minutes until it disappeared over 

the ocean, following a steady course, without deviation*
It was at a height at sfcich he could have distinguished it 
if an airplane* Also a group of boys near-by saw them*

If it m s  a plane it acted mighty queer* ” (New York Herald- 
Tribune, July 7, 1947, p* 1)

South Dakota» Thirty-two miles west of Mitchell on July 9, a fanner m s  
awakened by an aerial explosion, "then two others***then a
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’bright red object big as a bushel basket* hovered over 
his farm*" (Minneapolis Star, July 9, 1947, p* 1)

Tennessee: At Chattanooga on July 8, a man said he saw three "disks"
while hunting turtles* All were bigger than a "house and 

had smoke and fire shooting from an exhaust*" (Hew York 
He raid ■»Tribune, July 8, 1947, p* l)

Utah: At Salt Lake City on July 7, a father and son, residents

of the oity, disclosed they had seen a group of "luminous 
discs" that ”behaved as if radio-controlled, hovering in 

groups, then suddenly forming and swiftly whirling in an 
horizontal, circular pattern*" (Salt Lake Telegram,
July 5, 1947, p. 3)

Virginia: At Arlington on July 4, an unnamed woman sighted a "disc"
i .

in the afternoon "•*»about the size of the sun and did not 
seem to be moving. It appeared in the southwest sky*• .and 
had a fiery appearance*" (Washington Post, July S, 1947, 
p. 10B)

Washington* At Central3a on June 29, Sidney B. Gallagher said he saw 

"nine aluminum-hued objects flying north at 3 P*M* He was 
working eleven miles southwest of Mineral, Washington, at 
the time. The report coincides in matter of approximate 
time with Arnold*e." (Denver Post, June 30, 1947, p. 3)
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At Seattle on July 6, Mrs. Florence Frye, a librarian at 
the Post-Intelligencer, reported that her son, Carl, 
pointed out to her a "brilliant” object - "so brilliant 
in fact that it hurt my eyes to isatch and I had to blink 
and turn away." (Portland Oregonian, July 5, 1947, p. 10)

At Richland on July 5, L. 0. Bernier stated that he saw 
three objects flying "almost edgewise in the direction of 
Mt. Rainier" on the same day the first report m s  made by 
Arnold. (Time s-Picayune, July 5, 1947, p. 1)

Wisconsin! At Milton on July 7, three college students reported they 
sighted "strange looking discs” late at night. (Milwaukee 

Journal, July 7, 1947, p. 1)

At Madison, Professor E. B. MoGilvary, professor emeritus 
of the University of Wisconsin, revealed he had observed 
an object that my have been a "saucer" several days be» 
fore Arnold’s report from the northwest. (Milwaukee 

Journal, July 8, 1947, p. l)

Wyoming* At Cody on July 8, Mrs* Frank Walters said she was watching 
the "cotton from trees blowing across the sky when she 
spotted four of the disks moving in the sky...They appeared 
to be bronse or copper colored..." (Denver Post, July 6, 
1947, p. 1)
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