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Figure 7. Seven Homeless Mammoths Wander New England Production Photo 

Figure 8. Seven Homeless Mammoths Wander New England Production Photo 
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Figure 9. Seven Homeless Mammoths Wander New England Production Photo 
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A Kingdom Jack'd 

Play: A Kingdom Jack'd (New Work)  

Playwright: Scott Bradley  

Venue: David Thayer Theatre  

Date: May 2018 

Director: Luke White  

Stage Manager: AJ Near 

Scenic Design: Merric Bower  

Costume Design: Akeem Celestine 

Lighting Design: Will Borich  

Sound Design: Colten Langfitt 

A Kingdom Jack’d in 2018 at the University of Iowa New Play Festival; another play 

written by Scott Bradley from the University of Iowa. The show is set in the 1400s, A 

Kingdom Jack’d is a retelling of Shakespeare’s Henry IV. King Richard has been replaced 

by Jack Falstaff who is famous for his roguish attitude. The crown of England is in the 

wrong hands which inspire different factions of the kingdom to threaten his reign. In the end 

the least expecting person takes the crown. 

This show was a challenge because of the period costumes, sword fighting and cast 

playing multiple characters. I incorporated period details as much as possible, while also 

giving the actors clothing that accommodated their sword fight choreography. I was tasked 

to make these heavy garments flexible enough to fight in and change out of quickly. With a 

budget of $200 and 26 costumes that could only be dry- cleaned, I had no budget left over to 

have duplicates of costumes if they ripped or got too sweaty from all of the choreography on 
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a two-show day. 

To make this show happen all characters had at least one costume piece that helped 

actors playing two characters look different. I was able to dive later into the 1400-1600s. 

The design began to embody the French Renaissance which incorporated a lot of color into 

the design and that was exciting. The cast wore contemporary dance flats and athletic cups 

as protective pieces in the show to also make it safe for actors to run around on stage with 

swords and shields in their hands. 

By opening up the time period we set, I was able to make references to great 

moments in early fashions. With the abundance of characters and small amount of time 

available. I think the overall design of the show was fun, exciting, flashy, and satisfied the 

script. 

Overall, I was able to incorporate different silhouettes and a vast amount of color into 

this production. A Kingdom Jack’d was particularly challenging because of the older 

garments, the wear and tear began to show in the costumes. With quick mending the actors 

were able to handle their quick change and make it all work. 
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Figure 10. A Kingdom Jack’d Production Photo 
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Figure 11. A Kingdom Jack’d Production Photo 
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I Am Pretty Bird 

Play: I Am Pretty Bird (New Work)  

Playwright: Leigh M. Marshall  

Venue: Studio 172 

Date: May 2018  

Director: Bo Frazier 

Stage Manager: Alexis Vaselopulos 

Projection Design: Brian Canchola and Marc Macaranas 

Costume Design: Akeem Celestine  

Lighting Design: Emily Haywood 

I Am Pretty Bird is a new work written by University of Iowa playwright Leigh M. 

Marshall. The play premiered in 2018 as part of the Iowa New Play Festival. I Am Pretty 

Bird is a play that centers around a night with Pretty Bird. She comes out to play at night 

and she is hungry. She dives into topics such as death, desire, and the dangers facing women 

in 2018. 

When meeting with the director and playwright, I was shocked by the request for 

an Alexander McQueen, inspired gown that could incorporate leather and lace with a 

detachable set of wings. This was an amazing show to be a part of because I was able to 

go back to my roots in evening wear. The elegance of the black statin overskirt paired 

with a leather and lace fingertip length sheath dress with match center back bow. The 

wings were made from newspaper prints and combined with raven feathers. The wings 

took two hours to craft and was no cost to the production. The newspaper was left over 

stacks thrown into the recycling bins on campus.   
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Over all the elements of design came together nicely. I was so happy to see this costume 

move effectively when combined with the movement. 
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Figure 12. I Am Pretty Bird Production Photo 
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Figure 13. I Am Pretty Bird Production Photo 
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Figure 14. I am Pretty Bird Costume Rendering 
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HIR 

Play: HIR 

Playwright: Taylor Mac  

Venue: Theatre B 

Date: October 2018 

Director: Sarah Lacy Hamilton  

Stage Manager: Alexis Hinman  

Scenic Design: Alex Casillas  

Costume Design: Akeem Celestine 

Lighting Design: Rachel Sather  

Sound Design: Ryan McElroy 

HIR is a story of chaos written by Taylor Mac. Isaac, a marine who is dishonorably 

discharged and returns home. A stroke has left his father disabled, his mother has created an 

anti-patriarchal agenda, and his younger sibling has recently come out as transgender. The 

dark queer comedy examines how one family attempts to break down the patriarchal norm 

and what to do with those pieces. 

I wanted to make these characters relatable to a modern audience. The director 

and I wanted the audience to feel as though this could be their family, so there was a 

better understanding of the dark humor in the show. I had to convince the audience that 

these characters could have walked out of their seats and onto the stage. Many of the 

pieces in the show came from early 2000 fashions. 

Paige, Isaac’s mother, has taken it upon herself to be in charge of the household and in 

doing that she decides that house duties will no longer be on the agenda. She dresses her 


