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ENGAGE 

Message 

We live in a diverse society, and that society is stronger when a multiplicity of experiences and perspectives are 

acknowledged and integrated into the way we live and learn. Developing information literacy allows us to 

evaluate diverse perspectives critically and ethically, and make meaningful decisions about how to live. 

Materials – Lesson overviews 

LESSON 1 (Week 2) - Scholarship is a Conversation  

Looking at things from different perspectives to identify and solve problems 

This lesson is designed to teach the ACRL Information Literacy Framework threshold concept “Scholarship is a 

Conversation”, within the context that we live in a diverse society and need to listen to diverse viewpoints in 

identifying and solving problems. The anticipatory set includes a video explores culture as a lens and reinforces 

the idea that diversity of perspective is beneficial, and exercises that demonstrate the point that persons from 

different backgrounds utilize different approaches.  The text gives a historical picture of diversity and conflict in 

American society.  The main exercise, done in groups compares two articles around a single topic.  Students are 

asked to identify the author and his credentials, as well as the sources used for each article as an introductory 

step to specific information literacy skills (identification of an issue, understanding sources). In asking students 

to identify the author and his credentials the ACRL Information Literacy Framework threshold concept 

‘Authority is Constructed and Contextual’ is touched on. A chart is then created on the whiteboard of this 

information and students are asked how many persons are ‘speaking’ in these two articles, to illustrate that 

scholarship is a conversation, and each writer engages with the work of others to produce new knowledge or 

critique existing ways of problem solving. The Patterson article, in particular, deals with how diverse ways of 

thinking about a particular problem are useful reinforcing the underlying idea of diversity both in society and 

scholarship.  The exit exercise tests whether learners can identify and articulate an issue and grounds this 

exercise in their own personal experience. The Homework Assignment builds on information literacy skill of 

understanding sources, by exposing learners to research databases, and results in a curated list of databases by 

topic, available to the entire class. 

Prep: Read 

Text: Chapters 13 (The Cold War and the American Century (or The Russians Are Coming, The Russians are 

Coming)) and 14 (New Challenges for a Changing America (or Cut Your Hair and Turn Down That Music)).  

• Erick Eckholm: Plight Deepens for Black Men, Studies Warn 

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/03/20/us/plight-deepens-for-black-men-studies-warn.html  

• Orlando Patterson: A Poverty of the Mind  http://www.nytimes.com/2006/03/26/opinion/a-poverty-

of-the-mind.html 

Activity Content Time 

Objective Students will understand Scholarship as Conversation by examining two 
articles on a related topic and identifying the sources cited by the writers as 
well as the writer’s authority.  Through this exercise, students will appreciate 
that communities of scholars, researchers, or professionals engage in 
sustained discourse with new insights and discoveries occurring over time as 
a result of varied perspectives and interpretations. Students will come to 
appreciate that the USA is a diverse society and different ways of thinking 
must be brought together to solve problems 

 

 
Anticipatory Set 
Aesthetic Instruction 
Group Activity 
Direct Instruction 

 
Watch How Culture Drives Behaviours | Julien S. Bourelle | TEDx Trondheim - 
https://youtu.be/l-Yy6poJ2zs  

• On the Bus Exercise - England vs. America 
• Seattle umbrella example 
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Instructional Input 
& Modeling 

Lecture and Discussion 
Speak briefly about the content of the assigned readings and 

1. Explain the authority of the author 
2. Focusing on Chapter 14 New Challenges for a Changing America (or 

Cut Your Hair and Turn Down That Music) point out the sources he 
uses to bring across the points he is making 

• MLK I have a dream speech 

• The Constitution 

• Legislation 

• Case Law 
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Checking for 
understanding & 
Guided Practice 
 

Activity: Group Exercise and Class Discussion 
Erick Eckholm: Plight Deepens for Black Men, Studies Warn 
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/03/20/us/plight-deepens-for-black-men-
studies-warn.html  
Orlando Patterson: A Poverty of the Mind  
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/03/26/opinion/a-poverty-of-the-mind.html 
Half of the class will look at one article each, explain the identity of the writer, 
identify the sources cited and make a list.  The list will be shared with the 
class and then we will discuss how many people are “speaking” on this issue 
to reinforce that Scholarship is a conversation. 
 
Potential Discussion Questions 

• What role do author’s own opinions and experience? 
• What do we learn about American society? 

 

20 

Individual Practice 
Write and Present 

Exercise – Diversity wheel  
A class of students is asked to write a research paper on ‘How to succeed in 
life’. Choose a facet of diversity from the inner or outer wheel that has applies 
to you personally and write a single paragraph on how it might affect your 
experience in carrying out the assignment? Share with the class orally. 

20 

 

Homework Assignment –  Tomorrow you will be assigned to groups based on the topics you wrote about. 

Make an appointment with a librarian to identify the best research resources for the aspects of diversity that 

you wrote about.  All group members must attend this meeting.   

The group must write a short discussion post recommending 2 resources.  The post should- 

1. be written clearly in a digital format 450-700 words long. 

2. include a summary of each resource;  

3. give an explanation of how the group chose these resources; 

4. include a statement explaining why the group chose these resources, and how to access them (e.g. a 

link to the resource).  

5. 1 group member must post the paper to the discussion board, no later than 5 pm the day prior to next 

week’s class. 

6. In class each person will be required to have an article or similar resource from each database that 

provides insight on one aspect of diversity that you chose in this week’s session. 

  

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/03/20/us/plight-deepens-for-black-men-studies-warn.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/03/20/us/plight-deepens-for-black-men-studies-warn.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/03/26/opinion/a-poverty-of-the-mind.html
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LESSON 2 (Week 3) - Evaluating Information   

This lesson on “Evaluating Information” builds on the prior skill of understanding sources. The preparatory 

reading gives students an overview of what constitutes primary and secondary sources. In class, students are 

asked to start a KWL chart to explain what they know about sources and what they want to learn  - the KWL 

chart will be completed in the course management software anonymously. This is followed by a lecture 

introducing and explaining the difference between primary and secondary sources with specific examples of 

primary sources, and using the list of databases built from the homework assignment as the basis for 

understanding secondary sources. Following this, the teacher introduces students to the CRAAP test and 

models its application using the Patterson article from the previous class.  To check for understanding a short 

online quiz is given (not graded/not anonymous) which tests students’ understanding of secondary sources and 

the CRAAP test.  As an exit exercise, students complete the “what have you learned” section on the KWL chart. 

 

Prep: Review the module 1 at https://www.library.illinois.edu/village/primarysource/mod1/pg15.htm  

Activity Content Time 

Objectives 1. Students will learn the different types of sources by an interactive 
class discussion on primary sources, and completing an online quiz 
on secondary sources. 

2. Students will learn to evaluate information using the CRAAP test. 
 

 

Anticipatory Set 
Individual Work 

KWL Chart – K What do you know about sources?  
KWL CHART – W What do you want to know about sources 

5 

Instructional 
Input 

• Aesthetic 
Instruction 

• Interactive 
Class 
Discussion 

 
 
 
 
Students will be 
asked to explain 
why each is a 
primary source. 
 
 
 
 

Powerpoint presentation covering the following: 
Primary Source - a record (document, photograph, video, interview, 
speech, original film footage, research data etc.) providing firsthand 
testimony or direct evidence about a topic or question under 
investigation. Secondary Source: a work that is produced based on 
primary sources, usually later in time e.g. books, encyclopaedias, 
scholarly articles and newspaper articles. Images of and links to the 
following examples will be shown - 

• University of Iowa Special Collections holds several written 
demands by students signed in blood not to allow recruiting for 
the Vietnam War on the campus 

• The State Historical Society of Iowa holds Personal Collections 
of WWII Service Personnel between 1942-1946 

• The African American Museum of Iowa’s collection the Only 
One – As part of its 2011 exhibit with the Johnson County 
Historical Society, the AAMI captured oral histories that focused 
on the experience of being the only one in the classroom, on a 
sports team, in the office, and more – listen to some of the oral 
histories.  

15 

Modelling 
 
Guided Practice  

Demonstrate the CRAAP Test http://library.csuchico.edu/help/source-or-

information-good on Orlando Patterson ‘A Poverty of the Mind’. 
Students will have worksheets to follow along, and evaluate the 
article/resource each student brought to class. 

10 

5 

Checking for 
Understanding 

Online quiz: Using the article/resource you brought to class from one of 
the databases, identify what type of source it is, why it is useful for 
research on your topic and if it passes the CRAAP test. 

15 

Individual Work Wrap up Exercise – COMPLETE KWL CHART – L What have you learned 
about sources from today’s lesson? 

5 

https://www.library.illinois.edu/village/primarysource/mod1/pg15.htm
http://library.csuchico.edu/help/source-or-information-good
http://library.csuchico.edu/help/source-or-information-good
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LESSON 3 (Week 4) – Research as Inquiry 

This lesson is designed to teach the ACRL Information Literacy Framework threshold concept “Research as 

Inquiry”.  The anticipatory set uses videos from the Oklahoma State University online learning series “Inform 

Your Thinking”.  The second video uses the topic of climate change as an example, and the core activity of this 

lesson takes this further, with the class making a research plan led by the teacher around the topic formatted 

as a typical essay question.  Exemplifying the inquiry-based nature of research, the videos and the collaborative 

research planning exercise demonstrate the formulation of research questions, diverse approaches in 

considering the topic, and the process of research that can branch off into disparate questions, and the 

narrowing of focus to consider one or a few questions as devices to interrogate the topic. Implicitly the ACRL 

Information Literacy Framework threshold concept ‘Searching as Strategic Exploration’ is touched on. Students 

are then given 20 minutes of class time to start work on their research plan for the Literature Review 

assignment which is to be submitted after the conclusion of the unit. The teacher uses this time to provide 

guidance to each student. 

Activity Content Time 

Objective 1. Students will learn how to make a research plan by building one together as a 
class, guided by the teacher. 

2. Students will prepare a research plan for a topic of their choosing 

 

Anticipatory 
Set & 
Instructional 
Input 
 
Aesthetic 
Instruction 

Watch –  

• Inform Your Thinking: Episode 4 – It’s All about the questions 
https://youtu.be/PDsAjP3tNzk  
 

• Inform Your Thinking: Episode 6 – Search Smarter  
https://youtu.be/SreCuGxQI-I  
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Instructional 
Input 
& 
Modelling  
 
Class discussion 
 

Build a research plan together around this topic:  
In 2016 Thomas L. Friedman reported Monique Barbut, who heads the U.N. 
Convention to Combat Desertification, as saying ““Desertification acts as the 
trigger, and climate change acts as an amplifier of the political challenges we are 
witnessing today: economic migrants, interethnic conflicts and extremism.” He 
further reported the view of Adamou Chaifou, Niger’s minister of environment 
that it “is a consequence of climate change” — caused, he adds, primarily by 
emissions from the industrial North, not from Niger or its neighbors.” Are their 
conclusions justified? 

• What is the time-period under consideration?  

• Where can we find preliminary reading? 

• What are the perspectives and disciplines that might inform our questions? 

• What are our search questions? What additional questions arise? 

• How can we narrow these questions to a set of closely related questions? 

• Can we write a single question that brings these together? 

• What are our potential sources for deeper reading? 

• What sources are cited in our initial sources? 

• Are there any governmental or international organizations that publish 
information on our topic? 

Discuss 
1. Quoting 
2. Paraphrasing 
3. Summarizing 
4. Citation and formats 

30 

Guided 
Practice & 
Checking for 
Understanding 

Start work on your research plan for your Literature review to be submitted at the 
end of the unit.  The Literature review may be on one the topics you chose from the 

diversity wheel or another topic of your choice. The Research Plan is to be 
submitted by 5 pm before the next class.  Feedback will be provided by the day 
before Week 6 class. 

20 

https://youtu.be/PDsAjP3tNzk
https://youtu.be/SreCuGxQI-I

