The Iowa Review
Volume 24
Issue 2 Spring-Summer
1994

Works from the War between Houses and Wind
Ben Marcus

Follow this and additional works at: http://ir.uiowa.edu/iowareview
Part of the Creative Writing Commons
Recommended Citation
Marcus, Ben. "Works from the War between Houses and Wind." The Iowa Review 24.2 (1994): 186-189. Web.
Available at: https://doi.org/10.17077/0021-065X.4717

This Contents is brought to you for free and open access by Iowa Research Online. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Iowa Review by an
authorized administrator of Iowa Research Online. For more information, please contact lib-ir@uiowa.edu.

Article 25

the War

from
Works
Ben Marcus

The

smasher

and Wind

of Grass

Strategy

The

Houses

between

was

the first

of American
shelters. Often
grass-guard
so
the
wielded
her
shade-stick
that the sun
by
dog,
girl
accompanied
never collaborate with
the grass in destroying
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however,
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so that the air can
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shoot to the east off of the children's breath, dying elsewhere along the way,
on the blastback to attack the house.
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agencies of wind. This is why
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forward against the glass.
Other
forms of sleeping also calm the sky. Wealthy
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professional
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their fits on key areas of the grounds. The
with grass and sleep standing up. Many
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never wake up, or never fall
a
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still sleeping, or unable to sleep and making
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it?in
for
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is
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the destroying
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Every

shall for all time ever read thusly:

let the wires not have been crooked orfalsely dangling or stretched by the
demon sun, let our measurements be exact and true, and bless our perfect place with

Please

abundant grasses. Cover us in shade so that we are hidden in your color. Hide us
us
during the
from birds and wires and the wind that sends them. Let smoke conceal
storm life, and give us strong walls. Let not any stray wind break us down and we
will honor you. Bless us and a great shelter will be made for you in the new season.
us thrive. We lie low here in theplace that you have given us. Please remember
Help
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that you have killed us and you can kill us and we wait and long in our deepest hearts
to be killed only by you. Let this be our last andfinal house.
Amen.
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